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HOME READING. 
DOING OR DYING. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 








¢¢ TF I had my choice,” she said, 
Weary with the daily strife, 

‘*T had rather far be dead 

Than at such strange odds with life. 
Heavy-hearted I must be— 

Tortured with a vague unrest— 
Life is sweet ; but oh! for me 

Death assuredly is best! 


‘*Seed I’ve sown no harvest yields ; 
From my cup the wine is spilled ; 
And I look o’er barren fields, 
Where my bopes lie unfulfilled. 
Since my doing brings me naught 
But a heritage of woes, 
Dying, I am surely brought 
To a haven of repose.” 


Then a spirit whispered near, 
‘* Death is easy ; life is hard; 
And thine every purpose here 
By some counter-current marred. 
Heavy though the burden be, 
Till thy summons, choose to live ; 
Till the Master sets thee free, 
Sweetest recompense to give. 


‘*Drop no duty from thy hands, 
From no post of honor fly ; 

He who rules thy life, commands 
Whether thou shalt de or die!”’ 


Low she whispered, ‘‘ Lord, forgive ; 
Weak and cowardly am I; 

If with thee I choose to live, 
’Tis no matter when I die.”’ 


THE REVIVAL IN WASHINGTON. 
BY J. E, RANKIN, DD. 


EVER in its history as a city, has Washington been 

80 moved with religious interest, as during the past 
eight weeks. This is the testimony of such men as the 
Rey. Mason Noble and Dr. Gray, both long residents 
and close obrervers. For many months previous, es- 
pecial prayer was cffered daily that God would interpose 
and arrest the mighty tide of worldly and scciety life 
here; and for several weeks in the autumn and early 
winter, union meetings were held, with only moderate 
results. Out of there meetings grew a small daily prayer- 
me*ting in the pastor’s study, in the Congregational 
church. Out of this small prayer-meeting came the 
determination to invite the R v. E. P. Hammond and 
his associate, Mr. W. W. Bentley, then laboring in Har- 
risburg, to come and help us. The ministers uniting in 
this invitation were few in number, although most of 
them had an opportunity to do so. Out of forty Pro- 


testant denominations, single pastors from only six of 
them were ready to co-operate in the movement. With 





one noble exception in each case, all the Presbyterian 
ministers, and most of the Methodist ministers, stood 
aloof for the first six weeks. And, yet, probably nota 
single meeting has been held, in which scores have not 
been converted. And now, whatever bas been hitherto 
said, men generally accept it as the mighty power of 
God. 

Mr. Hammond is a vigorous, laborious, and earnest 
speaker. He never wears out. He holds a Bible-readirg 
at 1130 aM, frequently a children’s-meeting at 4PM, 
and then a preaching service at 7 o'clock. And in all 
these meetings his voice, and his will, and his earnest 
endeavors are always prominent. Mr. Bentley is a man 
of sweet Christian spirit, and largely supplies the sym- 
pathetic element through his beautiful solos. Of his 
rendering of “The Ninety-and-nine,’’ people never 
weary. And many a conversion has been directly 
traced to his songs. The great choir and organ are 
under his direction, and nothing can be more impres- 
sive than many of these services of song. Night afver 
night, for nearly eight weeks, the Congregational 
church, which accommodates from twenty-five hundred 
to three thousand, has been packed to its utmost, while 
many are unable to find even a place for the soles of 
their feet. 

The great success of these meetings, is to be largely 
attributed to personal work in the inquiry-meeting. At 
the close of each service, all are invited to remain, when 
every pew in the church is visited by some earnest 
Christian, and personal conversation held with each 
occupant. Many kind Christian women are among the 
most active in this personal work. Two ladies have been 
instrumental in bringing not less than thirty young men, 
not attendants upon church services, to become Chris- 
tians. They have talked and prayed with them, and 
frequently brought them to an immediate decision. 
Indeed, one feature of this revival is the readiness with 
which all accept the conditions of salvation. Afver 
being in nearly every one of these meetings, and con- 
versirg with all classes, I think it is not exaggeration to 
say, that on an average, at least three, and many times 
five or six, have surrendered themselves to the Saviour, 
under my own personal encouragement at every meet- 
ing. And I know not a few men and women who can 
bear the same testimony. These are the witnesses that 
this work is of God. 

There is a great variety in the persons reached. The 
saying of the Saviour, “The poor have the gospel 
preached to them,” has been especially fiulfilled. Neg- 
lectors of God’s house—drunkards, women that have 
been sinners, gamblers, and prodigals—have been ar- 
rested almost as remarkably as was Sanl of Tarsus. 
Lawyers, doctors, and even some public men have been 
found in these meetings, and some of them thoroughly 
converted. The work among the children has been 
very much blessed. This is Mr. Hammond's especial 
forte and delight; and all the children love him. 

It is not safe to give figures, while such a movement 
is in progress. It is enough to say that it has awakened 
attention among all grades of society. Postmaster- 
General Jewell has been twice present, and Mrs. Presi- 
dent Grant often sends a fresh bouquet for the platform, 
In addition to this general union effort, individual pas- 
tors, who have not heartily co-operated in it, are several 
of them now holdirg night meetings in the interest of 
their own denominations, Indeed, the time may come, 
when ali Christians here will ree eye to eye, and move 
unitedly upon the forces of darkness. If when Jesus 
walked with the disciples to Emmaus, their eyes were 
holden, so that they did not at first recognize him, he 
did at last so reveal himself, that they could doubt no 
longer ; so will it yet be in Washington. May it not be 
as then, only just before he vanished from their sight. 

Many strangers have been laborious and helpful in 
these meetings. Mr. Coe, of Newark, Mr. Ejgar, of 
Jersey City, Mr. Bell, of Chicago, and finally, for a few 
days, Hon. Wm. E. Dodge, of New York, have made 





our hearts glad by their friendly co-operation and 
prayers. Many will hereafer rise up in the presence of 
the Lord and call them blessed! When Mr. Hammond 
will leave us we do not know; but we do know, that we 
shall follow him with our prayers and benediction 
wherever he may go. 


MR. MOODY’S ADMISSION TO THE 
CHURCH. 


BY EDWARD KIMBALL, 


te justice to the truth, and to the Mt, Vernon Congre- 
gational Church, of Beston, I desire to correct some 
erronec us impressions which have become very general, 
and which Mr. J. B T. Marsh bas rather definitely 
shaped and sanctioned, in his letter from London, pub- 
lished in The Christian at Work tome months sgo. 

There is a piquant relish in stating that Mr. Moody’s 
application for membership was hesitatir gly if not coldly 
received by the pastor and cfficers of the Mt. Vernon | 
Church, “because he could not* pronounce its Shibbo- 
leths,” and in saying that “the brethren did not enjoy 
his sharp practical applications of Scriptural truth, etc ;” 
and many speakers the world over who seek favor and 
flavor for their addresses in Christian associations, Sun- 
day-school conventions, conference and prayer-meetings, 
and Sunday-schools, have told their interested but mis- 
informed auditors -of the staid and stiff New England 
orthodoxy which is so barren that, knowing not when 
good cometh, it ‘‘ would hardly admit to the Lord’s table 
so devoted and earnest a servant of Christ as Dwight L. 
Moody, of Chicago.” I never saw Dr. Kirk so grieved, 
so stung almost to agony, as once when he quoted to 
me a statement of this kind, which had been made in 
his presence. It has also been said that in early life 
Mr. Moody was dissipated, that he had formed the 
habit of drinking; that I—his teacher—found him 
an inattentive Sunday-school scholar; that he was 
critical, self-asserting, independent, and positive in his 
views of truth, etc, etc. All these statements are with- 
out foundation in truth. 

Prominent among the forms in which wholly incorrect 
statements upon this subject have appeared is a book 
which was first published in England, and then by sub- 
scription in America. This book was not only written 
contrary to Mr. Moody’s wishes, but in express disregard 
of his most earnest remonstrances. These remonstrances 
were constant and various, and were continued from 
before the publication of the book in England, till at 
last Mr. Moody personally offered the author a large 
sum of money if he would relinquish his purpose of 
publishing an American edition. But in spite of all 
this the volume reappeared here. From the preface of 
the book—while he is excused from any responsibility 
for its publication—it might fairly be inferred that Mr. 
Moody authorized its statements. It claims to te the 
channel of communication through which his best 
friends speak of him to the world. On the contrary, his 
friends who knew his wishes, and desired to regard 
them, or who knew the facts, could not have taken, and 
did not take any part in so misrepresenting him. 
Almost all which this book states concerning the Mt. 
Vernon Congregational Church in Boston, and Mr. 
Moody’s connectign with it and its Sunday-school, and 
also concerning his spiritual condition at this tima, is 
strongly colored, and much of it is gross misrepresenta- 
tion. 

Mr. Moody has often said, “It is quite soon enough to 
write a man’s life after he is dead.” He has always 
sought to discourage and repress such publications con- 
cerning himself; for he has disapproved the extolling of 
any human instrumentality by which the Holy Spirit 
works for the salvation of men. A sympathy with this 
feeling of his, or a delicate regard for it, has kept many 
of his friends from doing that which wou!d tend to turn 
attention from God’s work through this servant of his, 
to the comparatively uaimportant incidents of Mr. 
Moody’s early life. I trust Iam warranted by what has 








226 








OT TT er 


(Vol. XVIIL, No. 15. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





been aa d, ia sta ing « mo of the ‘acts as they lie in my 
own mind, and in the memories of euch of the present 
cfficr rs of Mt Vernon Congregational Church, of Boston, 
as were in office when Mr. Moody was received into its 
membership. 

That church was organ'zed as a revival church, particu- 
larly to retain in Boston the fiery eloquence, the holy 
zeal, and the glowing fervor of Eiward N. Kirk, which, 
wherever he preached, had melted hardened sinners to 
penitence and love. Prominent Christians who sympa- 
thizd with Mr, Kirk’s work, gathered round him, and a 
vigorous, active church was formed. Daniel Safford 
avd Julius A, Palmer (brother of the Rav. Dr. Ray 
Palmer) were among the first officers of the new church. 
The man who supposes that this pastor and these two dea- 
cons, now in heaven, and the survivors of their associates, 
Asdrew Cushing, superintendent of the Boston City 
Missionary Society, Langion 8S. Ward, treasurer of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and James William Kimball, the well-known 
Christian writer, were in danger of putting technical, 
doctrinal, theological, or other hindrances in the way 
of any weak and halting, or zealous and earnest beginner 
in the Christian life, is ignorant of the spirit and habits 
of these men, 

There were others of us also, young and inexperienced, 

who too often saw our own doubts and fears illustrated 
in the minds of those who “ came before the examining 
committee,” not to have actively and earnestly espouced 
the cause of the babes in Christ, had it been necessary ; 
but it never was, Loviag tenderness and great care not 
to “ break the bruised reed,’ or to “ quench the smoking 
flax,” always characterized the examinations. As I was 
both Mr. Moody’s Sabbath-school teacher, and one of 
‘this examining committee at that time, I may be per 
mitted to give one or two instances to make more mani- 
feet the spirit in which this committee sought to dis- 
charge their delicate ard important duty. 

A young man from a Presbyterian church in Scotland 
presented himself with a letter in due form. He an- 
swered all doctrinal questions with readiness and firm 
ness, had been trained to repeat the Bible and the 
shorter catechism from childhood, but when asked of 
his position before God as a sinner, and of Christ as a 
Saviour, he knew nothing of it, except that such ques- 
tions were never asked him before. To live a moral life, 
and at a suitable age, to “ become a member,” were 
considered the regular and respectable thing; and he 
“joined” because he was advised and expected to do so. 
No consciousness of his need of a Saviour, or of any work 
of grace in his heart could be elicited. He was kindly 
advised to wait, and a committee was appointed to try 
to point him to the Lamb of God. I have a dim recol- 
lection that he afterward gave this committee to under- 
stand that he regarded their views as extraordinary, and 
their concern on his behalf as quite superfluous, 

A young woman was tender, tearful, and hesitating, 
distrustful of herself, and wholly in the dark on the doc 
trines. She could not tell even why she thought herself 
a Christian, or give any clear idea of her siate of mind 
and heart towards Christ, except that she loved him, and 
the prayer meeting; but when one of the youngest of 
the committee asked, “ Do you love G.d’s people because 
they are his?” her face brightened, the cloud lifted, and 
soe said eagerly, “On! Sir! is that an evidence? Yes, 
I’m sure I have that if I have no other, for I love to be 
with Christians anywhere.” Every heart in the room re- 
sponded lovingly to her earnestness, and ‘“ We know we 
have passed from death unto life because we love the 
brethren,” gave her courage. Her faith wakened into 
her fresh life, and she went away with a song in her 
heart, and a smile on her face as she recognized herself 
as of the housebold of faith, with a name and a place 
among the people of God. 

From the Sabbath school of this church with such a 
pastor, and before this committee, young Moody came. 
He was then eighteen years of age; had been in my 
class but a few weeks; could not tell what it was to be a 
Christian ; had no idea of what Christ had done for him; 
and with the utmost encouragement, aided by the pres- 
ence of his teacher whom he loved, he could answer but 
haltingly, chiefly in monosyllables, and then only when 
the question was of the simplest, and its answer was 
obvious. I remember the chief question and its 
answer—the longest answer he gave: “Mr. Moody, 
what has Christ done for us all—for you—which en- 
titles him to our love?” “I don’t know;” he said 
“T think Christ has done a gocd deal for us; but I 
dont think of anything in particular as I know of.” 
Nothing was elicited at this interview which any 
pastor or church committee could have considered satis- 
factory evidence of his conversion, He was a stranger 





to nearly ail the members of the commiitee, and less 
than a month had e.apeed sitce he began to give any 
terious thought to the salvation of his soul. Under 
these circumstances they deferred recommending him 
for admission to the church. But he was not neglec‘ed. 
Two of the committee specially designated for the duty 
in that case watched over him with kindness, and sought 
to enccursge him, and teach him “ the way of God more 
perfectly.” When he met the committee sgain, no 
merely doctrinal questions were asked him any more 
than before, and little more light appeared; but it was 
decided to propound him for admission, in view of his 
evident sincerity and earnest determination to be a 
Christian, although he was still unable to give any in- 
telligent reason fur hoping that he had given his heart 
to God. 

Mr. Moody never complained of the action of the 
committee in postponing his case. On the congrary, 
several years after, when he had become prominent as 
an evangelist, he expressed his gratitude to one of the 
officers of the church for the course pursued, and his 
conviction that its influence was favorable to his growth 
in grace. His chief solicitude for the churches to-day 
is caused, he says, by the desire of pastors and church 
officers to hurry the “‘ new converts” into a profession of 
religion before there has been any time to test the char- 
acter and genuineness of their new experience. He 
laments a manifest dixposition to compete for the largest 
numerical accession to church membership; for he be- 
lieves this is sure to bring sad results, in backsliders, 
nominal and fruitless Christians, and false professors, 
who have never been truly converted, and some of whom 
will hereafter justly and severely blame those who to- 
day are, without due care, crowding them into the 
churches. 

I can truly say (and in saying it I magnify the infi- 
nite grace of God as bestowed upon Mr. Moody) that I 
have seen few persons whose minds were spiritually 
darker than was his when he came into my Sunday- school 
clase, and I think the committee of the Mt. Vernon 
Church seldom meet an applicant for membership who 
seemed more unlikely ever to become a Christian of 
clear and decided views of gospel trath, stil less to fill 
any sphere of public or extended usefulness. Mr. Moody 
remained in my class nearly two years till he bade me 
“good-by” on leaving Boston for Chicago. He at 
tended the Friday evening church prayer-meetings 
quite regularly, but I have no recollection of ever hear- 
ing his voice therein, though I believe he took part in 
these meetings a few times, when called upon by the 
leader, and in doing so he always met with encour- 
agement from the pastor and officers of the church. While 
he resided in Boston I never knew of any forms of his 
“ Obristian activity,” such as Mr. Marsh speaks of, and 
which were so little relished by the “ good deacons,’”’—nor 
I am sure did Mr. Kirk, or any one ia that church, ever 
“advise him not to speak, but to try to serve God in some 
other way.” These statements are entirely incorrect, so 
far as the Mt. Vernon Church is concerned. 

Mr. Moody came into my class the first Sabbath he 
spent in Boston, after leaving his country home in North- 
field. I had his close respec'ful attention from that day, 
and his demeanor in the class was always earnest, quiet, 
and attentive. He said little, and all that has iound 
verbal or written expression about his “sharp pungent 
criticism of the stereotyped and conventional formulas 
of religious truth,” or anything bearing the remoteat 
resembiance to it, is purely a fabrication. The book I 
have referred to represents Dr. Kirk as feeling ashamed 
because he and his people had thought Mr. Moody not jit to 
be aamitted to their Sunday-school, Could anything be 
more improbabfe or more preposterous ? 

A question he once asked me about Moses, during 
the study of a Sunday-school lesson, has been twisted 
and dealt with through bluaders and efforts at sensa- 
tional repetition, till its last semblance of truth has dis- 
appeared. It appears in the New York Witness, in a 
quotation from the book I have mentioned, in this form : 
“ Well, I suppose that Moses was what you would call a 
pretty smad/ |the book gives it smart] sort of a man, 
wasn’the?” Iam represented as receiving ‘his question 
as a very hopeful sign, and as enlarging upon it with 
much favor! The question arose from my effort to show 
Moses as a man of self-control, wise, executive, saga- 
cious, and statesmanlike, who in any age or nation 
should have been at the head of affairs. Mr. Moody 
asked with hesitancy, but with earaest desire to get the 
right idea. “Mr. Kimball, don’t you think Moses was 
smart?” He took from his limited vocabulary, just the 
word used in New England country life, to express my 
idea, and I answered, ‘‘ Yes, Moody, that is it, exactly.” 
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article. The lessons of Mr. Moody’s consecrated life are 
before the world. Surely “God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty, . . . that no flesh should glory ia his presence.” 
No weak and hesitating young Sabbath-school teacher 
can call upon a more unpromising scholar than was 
Dwight L Moody, to tell of a Saviour’s love; and I can 
only say with humility and gratitude, as I think of my 
humble, ignorant Sabbath -school scholar of tweaty years 
ago, “‘ What hath God wrought!” 
Chicago, March 1876, 213 Wabash Avenue, 


SERMONS TO GIRLS. 
LOVERS AND FRIENDS. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


DDRESSING myself to-day to all thoughtful girls, I 
feel sure of a large audience. For I am persuaded 
that many a young girl, whom friends and neighbors re- 
gard as giddy and thoughtless, because of the effer- 
vescence of youthful spirit, has really her serious hours, 
when she holds communion with her own soul, and when 
she looks out upon life, wondering what the future may 
bring to her. Girls in our own country have accorded 
to them a measure of freedom in the conduct of their 
lives, which has not been permitted by those who have 
charge of young women in other lands. They are allowed 
to choose their most intimate associates, and they fre- 
quently have their circles of friends which are other and 
different from the circles of their fathers and mothers. 
This adds greatly to their responsibility, for when parents 
and guardians do the selecting, they are supposed to 
bring to it experience and knowledge of the world, which 
younger people have not had the opportunity to acquire. 
Especially in the matter of uvrestricted intimacy with 
gentlemen are American young ladies exceptionally situ- 
ated. English, French, and German girls stay longer 
under the safe shelter of the maternal wing than girls 
do with us. Whichever plan may be the better, it is not 
my province to discuss here, for [am anxious to make 
this talk very practical, and to be so it must deal with 
facts as they are. 

To begin, our friendships influence us more than any 
other element which enters into our lives. They act 
upon us more vitally than our books do, or than our 
teachers can, or the silent surroundings of our homes, 
because more than any of these they get twisted in with 
our heart-strings. The pictures on your walls, and the 
flowers in your windows, educate you insensibly; the 
books you read do you good or evil, and the teachers who 
instruct you give bent and direction to the fires of your 
intellect ; but your chosen friends and associates touch 
you everywhere, while these others only touch you 
at certain points. Gradually you grow like the peo- 
ple you love. You take their color. Their habits of 
thought affect yours, and you catch up their little man- 
nerisms and tricks of speech. Even though you boast 
of your own independent individuality, you will find 
that it is weak to withstand the gentle persuasions of the 
love element which pervades your friendships and which 
beautifies your lives. 

There are lonely and insular souls which seem able to 
sustain themselves in isclation, remote from contact with 
other souls. Nobody finds harbor in them. The spirits 
which come to their shores, come like the ships, their keels 
grate a moment on the sands, bit the island is inhos- 
pitable and so they set sail and go to seek other havens, 
A few such girls I have known, appsrently sufficient to 
their own existence, attracting no friends of either sex, 
and contented to dwell apart. There is something ab- 
normal in such soul-life for young girls, and usually (not 
always, but usually) the girl who has no single intimate 
friend anywhere, and who cherishes her solitude, is 
either very selfish or very unhappy. The wider the 
nature the strooger and the readier will be its sympa- 
thies ; and after much experience of loving and holding 
dear its friends, that is the ampler, tenderer, and most 
generous life which can say, “ And yet there is room.” 
It is one of the charms of earth that we go through it as 
Christiana and ber family did, under the leadership of 
Greatheart, meeting a friend at this milestone, and a 
friend at that, hailed here or there by a voice, which, 
strange at first, soon grows familiar and blends itself with 
the sweetest harmonies of existence, helped all along the 
way by the strength, the compassion, and the compre- 
hension of kindred natures. Women need friendships. 
Girls obey a heaven-implanted instinct when they fix 
their affections on those who can reciprocate and return 
thea. 

School friendships are the beginning, the first round 
in the golden ladder which aspiring spirits climb. They 
are generally very pure, very charming, and very satis- 
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generally burns itself quickly to ashes. It is only occa- 
sionally that the friendships formed between girls at 
school lasts through womanhood ; the matrons contin- 
uing to prize what the children mutually gave. Many 
circumstances of differing placements, of varying social 
position, and of incidents beyond our control, interfere 
to prevent the growth and development of early friend- 
ships in maturer life. Propinquity has much to do 
with this first out-budding of the affections, and if 
the beloved object be removed to Kamschatka or Van 
Diemen’s Land, the love changes from an active factor 
to a vague and gentle memory, perfumed with an odor 
of faint withered rose-leaves. Still, I have known some 
instances of school friendship lasting undiminished 
through life, and I would not discourage any reader 
from expecting that it may be so in her case. 

And now we come to another aspect of our subject. It 
1s teken for granted that no girl ever falls in love, until 
somebody has fallen in love with her. I wish I could 
persuade all my readers to keep themselves out of the 
attitude of waiting for the Prince. Did you ever read a 
little parable of Christina Rossette’s, in which, one fine 
summer morning, a certain prince sets out on his travels, 
his object being to reach the enchanted palace, where 
the princess is waiting for him? So many things delay 
him. So many side issues tempt him that a long time 
passes before he stops at the castle door to meet a train 
of veiled maidens, who sweep by, singing— 

Too late for love, too late for joy, 
Too late, too late ; 

You loitered on the road too long, 
You trifled at the gate. 

The enchanted dove upon her branch 
Died without a mate. 

Her heart was starving all this while, 
You made it wait. 

Poor princess! Yet believe me, girls, she was infi- 
nitely happier, in her fruitless waiting, than if she had 
been in haste to bestow herself and her crown on some 
falser prince than this, who would have abased both in 
the dust. 

Do not suffer yourselves to think habitually of mar- 
riage as the only end and aim of women’s life, not of the 
life of a single woman, as if it were a thing to dread or 
to be ashamed of. A married life, if it be as wella 
mated life, is noble and beautiful and desirable. An 
unhappy marriage is sadder than death, for it is a cross 
to be borne in patience and silence, while it eats into 
the tis-ues of life. Womanhood is greater than any of its 
accidents ; and many a single woman lives to such pur- 
pose and so grandiy that the world is better for her and 
humanity is uplifted. 

There is a thivg of which I want to speak, and that is 
of the behavior of girls toward young men who are 
not lovers but simply friends. Let me tell you plainly 
that our sex were not meant to be wooers. The custom 
prevalent among a certain class of young ladies, of ask- 
ing directly or indirectly the attentions of young gentle- 
men is not an admirable custom. “ My son,” said a lady 
to me, not long since, “is much prejudiced against a 
young girl, whom I admire, because she is constantly 
sending him notes, inviting him to be her escort here or 
there, and planning to have him with her.” A modest 
and dignified reserve, which is neither prudery nor affec- 
tation, should distinguish your manner to gentlemen. 
Too great familiarity and too evident pleasure in the so- 
ciety of young men are errors into which no delicate and 
pure-minded girl should fall. 

There is one safe friend for every maiden. It is her 
mother. Whom should you trust, in whom repose con- 
fidence, if not in her? No one else loves you so unsel- 
fishly, and no one else has loved you so long. Itisa 
pity when girls are not confidential with their mothers. 
There are times when every young woman needs an 
older woman to guide and help her, and her mother is 
at these times her natural counsellor and guardian. If 
she have no mother, let her pour her troubles and unfold 
her perplexities to some motherly woman, aunt, sister, 
friend, in whom she can believe. Many a heartache 
would be soothed, many a vexation rolied away, and 
many & mortification saved, if girls would remember that 
they have not the wisdom of Solomon nor the dignity ot 
Deboiah as yet on their unwrinkled brows. Situations 
which baffle them would be plain to more experienced 
eyes, and they would be guided over hard places. 

There is a romantic period of life in which everything 
looks fair. We wil! not listen when some one whispers 
to us that the beauty of which we are enamored is an 
illusive thing. We prefer to hold it fast. Far be it 
trom me to sweep one bright cobweb out of your morn- 
ing sky, dear girl, But, ia so important a thing as that 
loving which gives itelf away without reserve, for a 
whole life, do not be above taking the advice of your 





best friends. A young woman should be very sure that 
she is right, in accepting as her affianced husband, one 
whom her father and mother, who have cared for her all 
her life, condemn. In such a case, I do not say she 
should inevitably give up her own preference, but she 
should not be in haste. She should wait, and her true 
love, if a true love he be, will love her better for her 
waiting, and her deference to her parents. 
I NEED THER NOW. 
BY JOHN H. TAYLOR, 
I NEED thee now, my Saviour, now, 
And come with every want and care ; 
With every sin, and broken vow, 
And every guilty thought laid bare. 
I need thee now, my Saviour, now, 
A poor and needy sin-sick soul ; 
And thou, O Lord, and only thou, 
Canst lift me up and make me whole! 


I need thee now, my Saviour, now, 

For thou didst die that I might live; 
Oh save me, Lord! for only thou 

Canst save, and all my sins forgive! 
I need thee now, my Saviour, now, 

Oh quell this constant inner strife, 
And let thy pardoning love bestow 

The gift of ‘‘ God’s eternal life !” 


I need thee now, my Saviour, now, 
So prone am I to go astray ; 

Ob help me, Lord, and teach me how 
To walk in thy most holy way ! 


I need thee now, my Saviour, now; 
Oh make me worthy of thy love! 

And fit me, Lord, whilst here below, 
To join thy ransomed hosts above! 


WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR. 
BY JENNIE EGGLESTON ZIMMERMAN. 


HIS injunction of the gospel appears to be an insur- 
mountable obstacle in the Cbristian’s pathway. 
The newly converted soul puts away with zeal the plain, 
palpable sins of commission. If he has been a thief, he 
becomes honest, if a liar, truthful, if ill-tempered and 
fretful, he sets himself valiantly and prayerfully to work 
to conquer his besetting sin. His heart goes out in love 
toward G d’s children, his love and gratitude toward 
him who hath loved him, and washed him in his own 
blood, fills his heart to overflowing; his days and nights 
are filled with prayer and praise. His burden has rolled 
off at the foot of the cross; he is washed; he is clean, 
and he goes on his way rejoicing. He turns resolutely 
away from the allurements of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and pursues his way steadfastly in uprightness 
of heart. 

But he presently comes to a hill of difficulty. ‘Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” rings in his startled 
ears. No principle of the Christian life is more dis- 
tinctly enunciated than this “hard saying.” When a 
certain lawyer inquired of him the way of life, Jesus 
asked him to give the commandments. The lawyer re- 
peated, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.” 
Christ approves this reswme of the law, when the ques- 
tioner, inquiring more fully into its meaning asked the 
question which presents itself sooner or later to every 
sincere follower of Christ, “Who is my neighbor?” 
Then follows in answer the parable of the good Samari- 
tan, in which the Saviour leaves no room for doubt on 
the subject. This parable teaches that the neighbor is 
that fellow-creature who is in need of our kind offices, 
It goes yet further. The peculiar persons and circum- 
stances chosen by our Saviour to illustrate, his meaning, 
show us unmistakably that the “ neighbor’ whom we 
are to love as ourselves may be even our enemy. Else- 
where he touches upon this subject even more plainly : 
“T say unto you, love ye your enemies, do good to them 
which hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you. For if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye? For sinners also love 
those that love them.” 

Bat you say, “ How can I love my enemy? He who 
thwarts my plans, he who frustrates me on every hand, 
he who loses no opportunity of inflicting pain on me, of 
mortifying me, or he who has done me a grievous and 
lasting wrong. I can forgive him, I can wish him no 
harm, I can even wish him good fortune and prosperity, 
but I don’t want to have anything to do with him, I 
want to keep out of his way.” Now it was just this that 
the priest and the Levite did, they kept out of the 
wounded min’s way, they passed by on the other side, 

But the Samaritan came, and found in the way a Jew, 





his uncompromising enemy by tradition, stripped, 
wounded, almost dead. Forgetting the ancient feud, 
putting away the contempt he had experienced from this 
hostile and proud nation, the Samaritan saw in his pros- 
trate foe only a suffering fellow- creature, one who needed 
the help that he alone was at that moment able to render. 
He d'd not stop to consider how this Jaw would probably 
have treated him ia like evil case. He simply did that 
service which was at that moment needed. He did not 
refuse his help because he could not love this man. He 
did not halt over the impossibility of loving his enemy ; 
he simply did those things that love would dictate, He 
could not have done more if the sufferer had been his 
own brother. He may not have felt any real love fir 
him in the beginning, but by the time the sufferer was 
recovered it is quite probable that he loved him whom 
he had befriended. 

This command has a more practical than sentimental 
bearing. It refers more to our conduct than our feeling. 
We cannot always command our feelings. We cannot 
by the mere exercise of will-power, or even by the moat 
earnest prayer, love our enemies as ourselves. But we 
can act as if we loved them, we can do those things 
which love would dictate, and we can be careful to in- 
du'ge in no malignant feelings. We can put away as 
far and as fast as possible the remembrance of wrong 
done to us, the rankling sense of injury. Or, if these 
cannot be wholly put away at once, they need not be 
indulged, they can be gradually lived down; they can, 
at least, be put under heroic treatment. 


HIDDEN SPRINGS. 
BY MBS, J. E, MC CONAUGHY, 


._e~ way in which God moves to win souls into his 
kingdom is one of the deep mysteries of his provi- 
dence. Why the same influences which sweetly turns 
one soul into the heavenly way should be lost on 
another, often surprises while it saddens. The saddest 
thought connected with all revivals is that so many are 
always left, some never again to be moved upon by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Once, at Williams College, there was much religious 
interest, which continued for several weeks, extending 
into the churches in the town. It seemed to cease very 
suddenly, and as the result of it, there appeared to be 
but one person in the college who gave evidence of hav- 
ing been truly converted. That was William Hervey, 
who became a devoted missionary to India. With re- 
gard to this, Dr. Griffin remarked, “That to save one 
immortal soul the Lord would shake a whole church, a 
whole community, and if nothing else would save it, he 
would shake a whole continent.” 

The turning point with many is when some word of 
warning, or tender entreaty is breathed in the ear by 
some friend who is deeply moved for that soul’s salva- 
tion. When the heart is melted, such words come home 
with a power. Speak them and the heart yields to 
Christ. Withhold them, and speak instead some word 
of trifling or of cold criticism and censure of some Chris- 
tian worker, and you have sealed the doom of a soul. 
God works by means in his spiritual as well as in his 
natural world. Perhaps whea the great books are un- 
folded it will be found that some mother or other beloved 
friend of William Hervey had been agonizing in prayer 
for him for weeks before the answer came. Or perhaps 
some worker in India had been longing and praying for 
a helper. Time and distance are as nothing to God. 

More than twenty-five years ago, in Brookline, Mass., 
a company of ladies were sewing together one afternoon, 
when a beautiful Japanese work-box used by one of 
them, attracted much attention and was greatly admired 
by them all. Some conversation followed on that strange 
nation which so persistently shut itself out from all the 
rest of the world. It was a sad thought that nothing 
was being done for their conversion. “ Let us labor and 
pray for them,” was the suggestion of one, and was 
warmly approved by the others. With deep earnestness 
they entered upon this work, and it was only laid aside 
with life itself. Years after its commencement, a few 
aged women kept up the little prayer-meeting. Very 
likely the last one passed away without seeing any fruit 
of those prayers, except by the eye of faith. 

But what wonders in that nation have our eyes seen, 
and who shall say that it was not the result of that seed- 
sowing. Has not some one been praying that our nation 
may celebrate its hundreth birthday by a great advance 
in holiness, by a wonderful revival of God’s work? 

Our great Centennial Exhibition may do much to win 
the admiration and favor of our foreign guests, but this 
is what we want--to win the favor of our heavenly 
King, 
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LESSON HELPS. 
——— 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
(Second Quarter, 1876.) 
2. April 9.—The Day of Pentecost.........ccccecgccrceresecreeees Acts 2: 1-11 
8. April 16.—Peter’s Defense........0.--ceccscsssesseessesereseeee Acts 2; 12-28. 
4. April 23.—The Early Christian Church.......... siquses comme Acts 2 : 37-34. 
5. April 30.—The Lame Man Healed..........ssseseseeseeee Acts 8; 1-11 
6. May 7.—The Power of Jesus’ Name.............0cseeeee Acts 3; 12-26. 
7. May 14.—Christian Courage...........cccccssessrsesereseees Acts 4: 8-22. 
8. May 21.—Christian Fellowship Acts 4: 23-87, 
9. May 28.—Lying unto God - Acts 5: 1-11. 
10, June 4.—The Apostles in PrisOn,.........csseereeees Acts 5: 12-26. 
11. June 11.—The Apostles before the Council............... Acta 5: 27-42. 
12, June 18.—The Seven Chosen.........scsere corscreereeeereseres Acts 6; 1-15. 
18. June 25.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


LESSON 4, SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 1876. 
Title: THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


GOLDEN TEXT: WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON 
THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED.—Rom, 
10: 18. : 

HOME READINGS. 

Monday, April 17; Acts 2: 87-47. Growth of the Church. 
Tuesday, Apru 18; Acts 2; 29-36, Peter preaching Jesus, 
Wednesday, April 19; Ex. 9: 22-35, Transient conviction, 
Thursday, April 20: Rev. 6: 12-17. Conviction too late. 
Friday, April 21: Acts 16; 25-34. Fruitful conviction. 
Saturday, April 22; 2 Chron. 34:14-33. An ancient revival. 
Sunday, April 23; Gal. 5: 16-26. The fruits of the Spirit. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 2 : 87-47.] 


37. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do? 

38. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

89. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 

40. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

41. Then they that gladly received his word, were baptized: and 
the same day there weie added unto ‘hem about three thousand souls, 

42, And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 


43, And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. 


44. And all that believed were together, and had all things com- 
mon; 


45. And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every man had need. P 

46. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with glad- 
ness and singleness of heart, 


47. Praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 


EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


HE best introduction to this, lesson is a brief review 
of the two preceding ones, of whic it is the result, 
Refer also to the intervening passage, in which we have 
the closing part of Peter’s sermon; in which, speaking 
of David, he clearly proves, by citation from the Psalms, 
that Jesus is the Christ, David’s son and Lord; that he 
had been raised from the dead and exalted to the right 
hand of God, whence he sent down the Holy Spirit, ac- 
cording to his promise, the evidence of whose presence 
and power they had both seen and heard. In conclu- 
sion, he sums up his argument from Scripture, from the 
fulfillment of prophecy, from the known facts of the life 
of Christ, and from what they had witnessed of the work 
of the Spirit, by a direct and impressive appeal to the 
understanding and conscience of his hearers,—“ There- 
fore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God 
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ.” 
THE LESSON, 

It gives a most instructive and interesting account of 
the effects of Peter’s first sermon, and of the life and 
growth of the church in its first days. In the previous 
lessons we have seen the disciples waiting for the Spirit, 
receiving the Spirit, and using the sword of the Spirit ; 
now we see them rejoicing in the work of the Spirit. 

Let us look with lively delight upon the pleasing pic- 
ture here presented of Christian life ; and, with a sincere 
desire that we may enjoy in large measure the blessings 
vouchsafed to them, let us contemplate the preaching, 
the practice, and the prosperity of the early Christian 
church. 

1, THEIR PREACHING (87-40). 

The discourse which Peter had just concluded was a 
startling and painful revelation tomany. When charged 
with crucifying their Messiah, the Lord of life and glory, 





they were filled with compunction and fear Seeing 
everything in a new light, they are painfully conscious 
of the guilt with which they are charged, and fearfully 
apprehensive of the displeasure of God which they have 
incurred. In the depth of their anxiety about their 
souls they cease to wonder at the “Galileans,” and 
unitedly address them, in a spirit of confidence, as “ men 
and brethren,” and in painful solicitude ask, “ What 
thall we do?” This is the language of deep concern, 
felt distress, and humble inquiry, and implies a sense of 


‘| ignorance and need, a desire to know and a willingness 


to do what is required, even to the acknowledgment of 
the crucified as Lord and Saviour. It is a marked epoch 
in a man’s life and being, when he seriously puts the 
question, “‘ What must I do to be saved?” and the answer 
he gets to it, is decisive alike of his character and des- 
tiny. 

Refer to the question of the young ruler (Matt. 19:16); 
of the lawyer (Luke 10: 25); of the people of Capernaum 
(John 6: 28); of the jailer at Philippi (Acts 16: 29). 
Contrast the answer given by John the Baptist (Luke 
3:11) and that of the disciples in the lesson. 

From the manner in which the question is put, we 
may infer the earnestness and anxiety of the awakened 
hearers. They crowd around all the apostles, not Peter 
alone, all asking the same question. In reply Peter, 
speaking again for the others, explains to all the way of 
salvation 

1, Repent. In perfect accord both with the practice and 
precept of our Lord, Peter preaches repentance. John 
began his ministry by preaching repentance for the re- 
mission of sins (Mark 1:4). Jesus also preached, say- 
ing, “ Repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1: 15). 

When Jesus sent out the twelve on their mission, they 
preached that men should repent (Mark 6: 12), and the 
last commission of our Lord to the apostles was, that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name, among all nations (Luke 24: 47). Repent- 
ance includes not only grief on account of sin, but a 
real change of mind, of thought, and feeling in relation 
to God, a turning from sin, with a sincere desire to live 
a life of submission and obedience to the will of God. 
In the gospel genuine repentance is ever connected with 
faith in Christ, hence Peter adds: 

2. Be baptized in the name of Christ. This, of course, 
implies their receiving him whom they had crucified as 
the Messiah, their Saviour, and a voluntary, unreserved 
consecration of themselves to his service as their Lord. 
Repentance and faith are united in the experience of 
every true penitent. In turning from sin we repent, in 
turning to Christ we believe. When we look at our 
sins we are filled with grief on account of them, when 
we look to Christ we trust in him for forgiveness of them. 
We are not forgiven through the ordinance of baptism, 
but through Christ, in whose name we are_ baptized, as 
an expression of our faith in him. 

8. The gift of the Holy Ghost. All who truly repent 
and beiieve in the Lord Jesus Christ shall receive not 
only the forgiveness of sins but also the gift of the 
Spirit. For though it is only by the influence of the 
Spirit on the heart that any sinner can repent and be- 
lieve, yet is the Spirit promised in greater measure to 
the believer, for his sanctification, and to fit him for the 
service of Christ. Two things are enjoined by the apos- 
tles and two things are promised. Ask the class to name 
each of them. Mark the extent of the promise,-and 
ask who are included in it (John 10:16; Rom. 10. 
11,12; Eph. 2:13). State the work and fruits of the 
Spirit (John 16: 8-10; Gal. 5: 22-24), 

4 Separation from the world, They who receive for- 
giveness of sin and the Spirit of Christ are not of the 
world. True conversion implies consecration to God, 
therefore they must avoid the companionship of the un- 
godly, and withdraw from all worldly pursuits and 
pleasures, which are opposed to the gospel, or not in 
harmony with its spirit. What Peter preached on the 
day of Pentecost, is the only true gospel to-day. 

Has the cry ever come from your heart, What must I 
do to be saved? Have you repented? Do you believe 
on Jesus Christ? Have you received the forgiveness of 
your sins? Do you obey the teachings of the Spirit? 
Have you consecrated yourself to Christ and his service? 

ll, THEIR PRACTICE (41, 42). 

Many of the anxious inquiring multitude, when they 
heard the way of salvation in its freeness and fulness so 
clearly explained by the apostle, complied with his 
earnest exhortation, gladly received the Word, obeyed 
its requirements, and were baptized. On that day three 
thousand were added to the church. These converts 
united immediately with the church, the hitherto small 
company of believers. Notice the account given of their 
Christian life. 





1. They waited upon the teaching of the apostles, Feel- 
ing their need of being farther instructed in the truth 
concerning Jesus, and the way of salvation; and all 
their privileges and duties as believers, they, with great 
docility, diligence, and perseverance, attended the min- 
istry of the Word. That they might grow in grace and 
knowledge, and be built up in the faith of the gospel. 

2. They maintained fellowship with one another, They 
felt they were united by no common bond. They had 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism. They sought, culti- 
vated, and enjoyed each other’s society, and were help- 
ers of each other’s faith and hope and joy. They felt 
that they were members of one family, brethren in the 
Lord, and sympathized with, and succored each other in 
their need. 

8. They observed the sacraments of Christ. Not only 
was the ordinance of baptism administered to all who 
joined them, but they frequently celebrated the sacra- 
ment of the supper, in obedience to the command of the 
Saviour, in remembrance of him, showing forth his 
death, and looking for his return. 

4. They were constant in prayer. Doubtless they prayed 
often in private, both in the closet and in the family ; 
but they were also regular and punctual in their atten- 
dance upon meetings for social prayer and public wor- 
ship. The life of the first believers was a life of prayer 
(3:1; 4:31). The elements of church life to-day are 
just what they were in the days of the apostles. Instruc- 
tion in the word of God ; the exercise of brotherly love 
amovg the members ; the constant observance of gospel 
ordinances, and united, frequent, fervent prayer. 

ill, THEIR PROSPERITY (43-47). 

The picture presented is most alluring and fascinating ; 
peace and harmony; gladness and joy; contentment 
and progress. 

1. A feeling of religious solemnity and awe spread over 
the community. Even the unbelieving and unconverted 
were constrained to acknowledge the hand of God in all 
they heard and saw. The wonders wrought by the apos- 
tles, the multitude of converts, and the striking change 
manifest in their lives, made a deep impression upon 
all. The presence and power of God was seen to be 
with his people. There is great power in pure practical 
religion. We should all live so that men would take 
knowledge of us that we have been with Jesus. 

2. A feeiing of mutual sympathy pervaded the whole 
church, The believers all formed a distinct society, hav- 
ing common interests, and they frequently met together 
in the temple or in private houses; and their iove for 
one another was so strong that it led them cheerfully to 
part with their property for the relief of the needy. 
They felt that, having given themselves unto the Lord, 
all they had should be devoted to him, and the service 
of his people. This generosity was very general, and 
seems to have been needed at the time, but the gift on 
the part of any one was purely voluntary, as is shown by 
the case of Ananias. Many sold a part of their posses- 
sions in order to meet the needs of their poorér brethren ; 
but this was done at the prompting of their own loving 
hearts, and not enjoined by the authority of the apostles, 
Christians, now as then, are stewards of God’s gifts, and 
the same motives which prompted such beneficience then 
exists still, love to Christ and his “ little ones.” 

8. A feeling of joyous gladness in their daily life. Not 
only did they assembie often with oneness of heart in the 
temple, gratefully to unite in the worship of God, and 
frequently met in private homes to break bread, as a 
religious service, but in their domestic life and ordinary 
intercourse they were happy and contented. Their com- 
mon enjoyments were all sanctified with the word of 
God and with prayer. So marked was the simplicity, 
purity, and holiness of their lives, that they secured the 
respect and favor of the people among whom they lived. 

4. A constant and rapid increase. Living as the early 
Christians did in the fellowship of faith, and in the prac- 
tice of love, holding constant communion with God, and 
exhibiting the graces of the Spirit among men, their 
labors were abundantly blessed, and numbers were saved 
and added to the church. To the Lord alone belongs 
salvation. He only saves and adds to his church, and, 
blessed be his holy name. he daily adds to the number 
of the saved. After the wonderful addition on the day 
of Pentecost the work went on, and we may feel assured 
that not a day has passed since then, on which souls 
have not been saved, and additions made both to the 
church on earth and in heaven. 

(a) Attend faithfully on all the ordinances of God. 
Never unnecessarily be absent from meetings for instruc- 
tion, for worship, or for prayer, whether in the church, 
the school, or the home. 

(4.) Cultivate a loving and helpful spirit. Freely ye 
have received, freely give. Seek the companionship and 
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friendship of those who love the Lord, and be ready 
always to give a cup of water to any of his “ little ones” 
when they need it. 

(c.) Show in your life the gladness of a grateful heart 
Religion is designed and fitted to make us happy. A 
joyous Christian is best fitted to be a working Christian. 

(d.) Live every day so that all may see you are a follower 
of Jesus. Be a living epistle of Christ. Be contented, 
meek, gentle, forbearing, and forgiving, and Christlike. 

HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 

BY FAITH LATIMER. 


S this so great a subject that it is hard to know what 
is best to try and explain to the little ones? The 
morning of the lesson on God’s Covenant With David, 
a little boy, not five years old, as he came in, said to his 
teacher, “You must ’scuse me cause [ can’t say my 
golden text, my mamma says the lesson is bigger’n I 
am.” ‘ Yes, it is bigger,” said his teacher; “ but if you 
will help, we can find in it something to fit you.” 

Some things were left out that had been prepared for 
the class, but all of them learned the meaning of a cove- 
nant, and that if they would agree to it, a covenant was 
waiting for each one. Instead of the golden text, they 
all learned, “I leve them that love me, and they that 
seek me early shall find me.” And the teacher tried to 
tell very tenderly how Jesus, who came as promised to 
David, proved that covenant when he took little ones 
in his arms, that each one could as truly “ sit down be- 
fore the Lord as David did.” When questioned, they 
all agreed that the covenant was large enough to take 
in every child in the world; and yet said one, “it fits 
right in my little heart, for I love Jesus now.” 

So may it be with every lesson. Select, arrange, adapt, 
giving to each child-heart a magnetic sympathy which 
you cannot get from any printed help or normal study ; 
but if gained, you may be enabled as our model teacher 
did, to thank our Father that his grace has been “ re- 
vealed unto babes.” 

Let the children tell who preached the first sermon 
for Jesus Christ; what day it was, recall all they can 
give of Peter’s sermon. Tell them we know just how 
some of the people felt, who listened, what they said. 
What did Peter say they had done to Jesus Christ? 
When “they heard that they were pricked in their 
heart.” See if any scholar can tell what that means ; if 
not, explain. Pricked; give examples, such as pin run 
in finger; splinter in hand ; mamma with sharp needle 
trying to get it out; thorns on blackberry bushes; 
briars in fields; sharp pain in the heart, worse than pin, 
needle, or thorn. How did Fanny feel when her mother 
found she had deceived? How did Charlie feel when 
he said he had not touched the nuts in the closet, and 
they were found in his pocket? So felt the men who 
listened to Peter’s sermon. 

What had they done to Jesus? What had they driven 
in his hands, feet, side? Don’t you think they ought 
to have been pricked in their hearts? Oh! how sorry 
they were. Is it enough to be sorry for doing wrong? 
They knew God was angry; they knew they had killed 
his Son; they were afraid he would punish them forever. 
They cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

How had they heard the disciples talking that morn- 
ing? What did they say was the matter? When they 
were pricked in their hearts they called them brethren. 
How ready they were to ask those who were brethren of 
Jesus how to be saved from his wrath. Peter told them 
to repent. That is the word John the Baptist gave; 
what Jesus preached and he who said, ‘‘ Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” What is it to repent? 
Let the children express their ideas of repentance. Pro- 
bably they will say, to be sorry. Peter knew these men 
were sorry, yet he said, repent. 

To be sorry for sin is only half repentance. You 
might be sorr, forever and it would not make you better. 
To turn away from sin is the only way to repent. 

Who had those men sinned against? Who only could 
forgive them? If you have done wrong to your mother 
or brother or sister, ought you not to tell them so? If 
you are sorry will you not be willing to own it? If you 
know you have sinned against God, to whom ought you 
to confess your sin? Then to repent is to confess sin. 
Is that enough? Will that keep you from sinning 
again? 

You must furn away from sin, Can you keep your- 
self from sin? Who must you ask to help you? We 
will put on the board what it is to 
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‘our golden text he calls to every one who hears. What 





Is that all? Yes; and that is the meaning of our 
golden text, too. Have it repeated. Call on whom? 
To whom must we confess sin? What shall we do every 
day if we want to be kept from sin? What is the pro- 
mise to all who call? Saved—that is, the salvation 
Jesus died to give us. Is it not precious if it cost his 
life? He saves from sin and from the punishment and 
sorrow of sin. That is what Peter’s answer meant when 
they aske1, ‘ What shall we do?” Two things he told 
them todo. What was the first? The second was to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Did you ever 
see any one baptized? What does the minister say? 
“Tn the name of the . . .” 

Then Peter told them of two things they should re- 
ceive: forgiveness of sin, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
When the disciples were so sad because Jesus was going 
to leave them, what did he promise to send? What was 
poured upon them on the day of Pentecost? To all 
who repent of sin he will give the sweet peace of for- 
giveness and the indwelling of his Holy Spirit. See how 
Peter showed the love of God in his sermon. 

When Jesus was to be crucified what did the Jews 
say about his blood? On whom were they willing to 
leave the sin? But Peter says, ‘The promise is to you 
and your children and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call.” Does God call? 
Does he call tous? Yes, in that word on the black- 
board, he speaks to every child. In the first word of 


is that word? What is the promise to all who call? 
Did the people repent? Who heard Peter’s sermon? 
If you are in great trouble and some one tells you it has 
all been taken away, wouldn’t you be glad? Those 
Jews were s> sorry for their sin, pricked in the heart, 
but they listened. Peter told them how to be saved and 
they gladly received his word; that very day the disci- 
ples ba,,1iz-d three thousand persons. 

Don’t you think Peter and James and John and the 
rest were rejoiced when they remembered the little prayer- 
meetings in the upper-room, and the doors shut for fear 
of the Jews, and then in one day three thousand added 
to their little church. There was rejoicing in heaven, 
too. Jesus was glad that his enemies had become his 
friends ; angels were rejoicing too, for Jesus said, “‘ There 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God, over one sin- 
ner that repenteth.” Who will repent to-day, and make 
the angels glad? What had these three thousand turned 
from? To whom did they turn? Did they turn back to 
sin again? 

We are told “they continued steadfast.” What does 
that mean? Their hearts were changed ; so were their 
lives. They loved what they hated before. They loved 
to go every day to the temple to pray and be taught by 
the disciples about Jesus and the Bible. They loved tu 
be together because they all loved the same Saviour. 
They loved to help each other, and if some were poor 
and in need others even sold some of their things to be, 
able to help the poor. They were happy Christians, be- 
cause they loved Jesus, and loved each other, and tried 
to make others love their Saviour too. God blessed 
them, and every day more and more called on the name 
of the Lord and were saved. 

There are several ways in which this lesson could be 
used. It might all be based on the golden text, carefully 
explaining each word, and teach as proof, that three 
thousand having heard Peter’s sermon called on the 
name of the Lord and were saved, giving the narrative 
in simple style and asking many review questions, It 
would be valuable to make it all a lesson on the heart 
and life. Three thousand hearts all stained with guilt 
and sin; the word of God as preached by Peter; a two- 
edged sword ; all pricked; convinced of sin. Peter told 
how tw be saved,—repent, be baptized, be forgiven, and 
receive the Holy Spirit. Three thousand made clean by 
the blood of Christ, baptized with water as an outward 
sign of inward cleansing from sin. 

Show that hearts can be so changed to day. Jesus is 
just as ready now to bless an infant class lesson and 
change each little heart as to bless Peter’s sermon to 
three thousand then, Tell graphically of the guilt of 
the first, and the blessedness of the changed hearts, 

Another outline might be suggested by the title of the 
lesson. How three thousand became Christians. How 
they lived as Christians, How I may become a Caris- 
tian. Explain what it is to be a Christian and to “ be 
added to the church.” Children have vague ideas of 
this. 

These are all valuable; but however you may choose 
to present it, make plain the vital point,—repent and be 
saved, 

For teachers’ study there is no more complete picture 





of repentance than David gives in 





PSALM 51, 


The need of repentance, vy. 2-4. 
What it is, v. 17. 

Confession, y. 3. 

Contrition, vy. 9. 

Prayer, v. 1, 2, 7-12. 

Promise of amendment, y, 13-15. 
Prayer for others, v. 18, 19, 


Be yourself filled with this penitential spirit and you 
will know how to guide little hearts to turn from sin and 
turn to Gud. 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V 37 Pricked in their heart . . . When they heard that, they 
° ‘. were cut to the heart, Acts 5:33 . . . When they heard 
these things, they were cut to the heart, Acts 7:54. . . And they 
which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out 
one by one, John 8:9 . . . The word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, Heb. 4: 12. 


V. 38. Repent . . . In those days came John the Baptist, preach- 
ing in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye: for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand, Matt. 3:1,2 ... From that time Jesus 
began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand, Matt.4:17 . . . Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish, Luke 18: 3. 


Be baptized . . . Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, Matt. 28:19 . . . And as they went on their way, they eame 
unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized’? . . . And they went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him, 


Acts 8: 36-88 . . . And now why tarriest thou’? Arise, and be bap- 
tized, Acts 23: 16. 
In the name of Jesus Christ . . . They were baptized in the name 


of the Lord Jesus, Acts 8:16 . . . And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the Lord, Acts 10:48 . . . When they heard 
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, Acts 19:5 

. Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, Matt. 28: 19. 


V. 39. Zhe promise . . . And I will establish my covenant between 
me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, Gen. 17:7... . And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O 
Lord God; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a 
great while tocome. And is this the manner of man, 0 Lord God? 
2Sam.7:19 . . . The Lord shall increase you more and more, you 
and your children, Psa 115:14 . . . They shall be my people, and I 
will be their God, Jer, 32: 38. 


V. 40. Save yourselves . . . Forsake the foolish, and live, Prov. 9:6 

. . Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man, Luke 21:36... We pray you in 
Christ’s steac, be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 5:20... Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 2 
Cor. 6:17. 


V. 41. Gladly ... And there was great joy in that city, Acts 8:8 

. . And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified 
the word of the Lord, Acts 13:48 . . . And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing 
in God with all his house, Acts 16: 34. 


V. 42. Continued steadfast . . . If ye continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed, John 8:31 ... Be ye steadfast, un- 
moveble, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15: 58. 

Fellowship . . . And being let go, they went to their own com- 
pany, Acts 4 : 23. 

Breaking of bread . . . And upon the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them, Acts 20:7... The bread which we bieak, is it not the com- 
munion of the body of Christ? 1 Cor. 10:16 . . . The Lord Jesus, 
the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he brake, 1 Cor. 11: 23, 24, 

V. 44. All things common ... And the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and of one soul; neither said any of 
them that aught of the things which he possessed were his own; but 
they had all things common, Acts 4; 32. 

V. 47. The Lord added . . . And believers were the more added 
to the Lord, Acts5:14 . . . And much people was added unto the 
Lord, Acts 11; 24, 








ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 


OTS 2: 37.—Pricked in their heart —They were stung 
with compunction ... The apostles used not to 
make an end of speaking before that their hearers had 
shown how they were affected. If the hearers of our 
day were to signify on the spot what were their feelings 
at heart, the edification of all would be much more sure 
and abundant.— Bengel. 


What shall we do? —This is that beautiful spirit of gen- 
uine compunction and childlike docility, which, discov- 
ering its whole past career to have been one frightful 
mistake, seeks only to be set right for the future, be the 
change involved and the sacrifices required what they 
may.—David Brown, 


38. Repent.—T wo distinct acts are required, one inward 
and one outward, The first verb [translated repent] 
according to its etymology and classical usage, denotes 
after-thought, reflection, and then, by a natural associa- 
tion, change of mind, including both the judgment and 
the feelings. In the Greek of the New Testament, it is 
applied to change of mind in reference to moral good 
and evil, and more especialy to one’s own character and 
conduct. Regret or sorrow is only one of its ingredi- 
ents. Evangelical repentance, in its widest sense, is an 
entire revolution of the principles and practice of the 
heart and life. Nothing less than this, or what directly 
led to it, could be required of these Jewish bigots who 
had murdered Christ.— Alexander, 


Repent; that is a plank after shipwreck, “ Let tLe 
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sense of this horrid guilt which you have brought upon 
yourselves by putting Christ to death, awaken you toa 
penitent reflection upon all your other sins, as the 
demand of some one great debt —~ to light all the 
debts of some poor bankrupt, and to bitter remorse and 
sorrow for them.” This was the same duty that John 
the Baptist and Christ had preached, and now that the 
Spirit was poured out, it is still insisted on; “ Repent, 
repent; change your mind, charge your way; admit an 
after-thought.”— Henry. 


Be baptized.—The change of mind required was to be 
attested by an outward act.— Alexander, 


They were also to be baptized into his name, publicly 
expressing thus their faith in the kingdom as havin 
come, and their trust in Jesus for remission of sins, an 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, including all the blessings cf 
the great salvation.— Jacobus, 


In the name of Jesus Christ —It is not meant to signify 
that persons were baptized merely in the name of Jesus; 
but undoubtedly this is an abbreviated way of speaking, 
putting a part for the whole. Baptizing unto Jesus 
Obrist was well known by all Christians to signify bap- 
tizing in that form which our Lord Jesus had appointed, 
that is, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ; and wherever a part of this form is expressed, it 
is understood that the whole is implied.—8, Clarke, 


39 Unto you ... to all—Jesus said, “ Preach the 
gospel to every creature.” [can imagine Peter asking 
him, “ What, Lord, shall we offer salvation to the men 
who crucified yon?” And I can imagine Jesus answer- 
ing him, “ Yes, Peter, I want you to go up to Jerusalem, 
and wait there until you are endued with power from 
on high. Then I want you to preach my gospel to 
everybody, beginning at Jerusalem. Offer salvation to 
the men who crucified me, Peter, I’d like you to find 
that man who put the crown of thorns on my head 
Tell him if he’ll take salvation as a gift he shall have a 
crown of glory from me, and there shan’t be a thorn in 
ir. Look up that Roman soldier who thrust that spear 
into my side, to my very heart, and tell him that there 
is a nearer way to my heart than that. Mv heart is full 
of love for him. Offer him salvation.”— Moody, 


40, Save yourselves.—True conversion to God implies 
an entire separation from the creature, Avoid the 
company of the corrupt; it is better for thee to dwell in 
solitude, than to be found in the congregation of the 
wicked.— Quesnel. 


41. Gladly received his word.—A prompt acceptance of 
the word ia the beginning of true conversion.— Starke. 


42. Continued stead/ast/y.—It is not sufficient to begin 
well; we must persevere unto the end.—Siarke, 


The apostles’ doctrine —No one of the spostles enter- 
tained doctrinal views that were peculiar to himself; all 
adhered to the simple gospel; believing souls were thus 
a in their adherence to the one thing needful.— 
Brandt, 


Fellowship —Its whole organization and condition 
[chat of tne primitive church] was as yet that of a 
tamily, so that all their acts performed in common par- 
took more or less of the religious character. It was at 
theic social meals that their chari'ies were dispensed ; it 
was at these same meals that the eucharist was adminis- 
tered; so that all these elements must be combined to 
make up the full sense of the apostolic communion [fel- 
lowship |.—AJlexander. 


44 Had all things common.—It was not the envy ef 
the destitute, but une love of the original owaers, which 
led to this “community of goods” among the primitive 
Ohristians; it had, however, no features in common 
with the fanatical, levelling practices of ‘‘Communism.” 
— Besser. 


47. The Lord added.—Nothing conduces more effectu- 
ally to the conversion of unbelievers than the harmony 
and gladness of Christians.—Starke. 


Such as should be saved.—Or, “such as are saved,” as 
the word may be rendered. But the sense is much the 
same, fur our salvation plainly begins in this life, 
although it is perfected only in the other.— Beveridge. 


If we keep close to the Lint pion of language (which, 
where a d>ctrine is concerned, we are bound to do) we 
cannot, I still think, do better than render, “those who 
were being saved”— who were in a way of salvation.” 
—Bloomfield. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ONSCTENCE AROUSED—When the people heard 

Peter’s words “they were pricked in their heart.” 
That is, they had a painful sense within them. Every 
little child knows what it is to feel thus after doing 
wrong. Something within seems to condemn them all 
the time. Sometimes it appears like a voice accusing 
them. Older children, men and women even, and per- 
sons hardened in sin, know what an accusing conscience 
is. When but a pin pricks us, we move carefully. When 
consciences pricks us, there is far more danger, and we 
ought to stop and think. 


INQUIRING.—When pricked at heart they asked, 
“Woat shall we do?” This is the true way. A child 
who feels a painful pricking, or a grown person either, 
looks to see what is wrong. When conscience stings, we 
should inquire its cause. If we find what hurts our 
bodies, we try at once to get rid of it, So should we do 
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when sin stings us. If a child is pricked by a pia, or a 
thorn, and cannot get it out, the little one runs to its 
mother for help. So all con cious of sin should hasten 
to Jesus, who alone can save. For inquirers, see Saul, 
Acts 9: 6; and the jailor, Acts 16: 30, 


GuIpDING INQUIRERS.—Peter tells them quickly and 
truly what to do. He led them so directly to Christ that 
three thousand rejoiced that very day. Mr. Moody 
tells of a very thirsty man in London, who tried to get 
a drink at a street hydrant of peculiar construction. 
The cup was there, and the spout, but he could not start 
the water. A gentleman passing stopped and tried to 
help him, but he too failed, when a ragged street boy 
saw the difficulty and running up had the water flowing 
in an instant. He was the helper needed. He could 
show the way to meet the want of that moment. Blessed 
are they who can lead the thirsty soul most quickly to 
the water of life. 


ENCOUBAGEMENT.—God’s promises are the true en- 
couragements for all the anxious. Every promise is 
like a firm rock on which we may tread firmly. Bun- 
yan’s hero, Christian, fell into the “slough of despond,” 
because he missed the stone steps which Jed through it. 
The promises of God must be put under the feet of all 
sinking souls. 


SAVE YOURSELVES —So we call to men in a burning 
house; upon a sinking boat; or in any other place of 
peril. So may we cry to all eut of Christ. We cannot 
lift ourselves to freedom from sin, nor into a place in 
heaven, but we “save ourselves” by dropping into the 
arms of Christ. 


UNTOWARD GENERATION.—A generation which does 
not move toward God. The current of a river is in a 
certain direction. He wh» does nothing, is simply car- 
ried with the current. One may row with the current 
and go faster. So some people push oninsia. But one 
must save himself from that current which is ‘ unto- 
ward,” away from God. 


STEADFASTNEsS —These converts continued stead fast. 
Christians ought to move, not like a helpless ship at the 
mercy of every gale; but as a splendid steamer which 
defies the winds and the currents. 

ALL THINGS COMMON —These early converts lived 
together as a loving family of brothers and sisters; all 
sharing cheerfully with the others. 


THE GROWING CHURCH.—A party of children who 
play together happily and lovingly, soon attract other 
little ones to their company ; 80 a loving, happy church 
attracts others, and God is glad to add new converts to 
such a company. 
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COMMUNITY OF GOODS IN THE EARLY 
CHURCH. 
(The Rev. H. D. M. Spence, in The Bible Educator.] 
HE earliest picture we possess of the church of 
Christ at Jerusalem represents at first sight a little 
community knit together by one great memory, inspired 
by one glorious ho Prompted, perhaps, by deep lov- 
ing reverence for the great memory, still more by an ex- 
pectation of an almost immediate realization of the 
glorious hope, the several members of the community 
sold their possessions and gods, and parted them to all 
as every man had need, and being “of one heart and of 
one soul, did no®@ say any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own, but they had ai! 
things common.” What conclusions now are we to 
draw from this primitive state of things? Is a society in 
which a community of goods exists, placed before Chriat’s 
followers as the pattern to be aimed at as the model for 
all Christian society? Taois question can best be 
answered by shortly considering: 

1. To what extent this community of goods existed in 
the church of Jerusalem. 

2. How did this practice arise, and for what length of 
time did it probably continue? 

3. Do we possess any direct or indirect inspired teach- 
ing on the subject of the various relations of society ? 

(1.) Notwithstanding the apparent comprehensive 
statement of Acts 2: 44, 45, and Acts 4: 32-35, this com- 
munity of goods could not have been general, evén in the 
little Jerusalem corgregation, for (a) The story of the 
death of Ananias and Sapphira—an episode in the early 
church which must have happened very soon ater the 
Pentecest miracle—shows most clearly that this giving 
up of possessions into a common stock was no necessary 
condition of Christian membership: no rule of this 
nature existed in the early church: no such apostolic 
injunction was ever hinted at, “ Whilst thy pos+ession 
remained,” said St. Peter to Ananias, *‘ was it not thine 
own, and after it was sold was it not in thine own 
power?” Ananias might have retained any part of 
it he wished, and still have remained a member of the 
Jerusalem congregation. His sin, for which he was so 
terribly punished, consisted in his pretending to give 
more than he really had done. (5) Some f urteen years 
later (Acts 12: 12) we find Mary, the mother of John 
Mark, evidently a per on of consideration and authority 
in the church, possessing a house of her own in the city. 

(2) It was no attempt to engraft on the new society 
any rigid ascetic rule of lif*,such as was practicea by 
the Exsene sect among the Jews. I: was simply a loving, 
longing wish to continue with as little difference as pos- 
sible the simple, self denying. unworldly life wnich Jesus 
led with his disciples while on earth. It was an earnest 
strivir g to carry out to the letter such commands as we 
find ia St. Luke 12: 33, of which commands the inspired 
wisdom of the ap stles soon saw the necessity of teaching 
an enlarged interpretation, The community of gocds 
among the early Christians, exclusively confined to Je- 
rusalem, was not universal even there, and with the fall 
and destruction of the city A D 70, if not before, ceased 
to be a practice of any portion of the Christian church. 

(3) The teaching of the apostles on the subject of the 
relations of society allows no possib!e doubt t» be enter- 
tained respecting their view of the question; Paul, the 
leader of the wide spread Gentile churches—James, the 
guide and teacher of the Christian Jews of Palestine 
and the scattered congregation of Israel who held ‘“‘the 
faith” in foreign lands—speak here with one voice; 
while solemnly urging everywhere, on all orders and 
degrees of men, on Gentile as well as Jew, the severe 
high view of life instead of the low and self-ind»lgent 
one; yet they everywhere acknowledge and accept thase 
orders and these degrees among men as the wise arrange- 
ments of Almigity God. Paul even declines %o inter- 
f-re with the relation of master and slave (epistle to Phile- 
mon), preferring to leave the correction of this terrible 
exaggeration of class-privilege to the inevitable action 
of the religion of Jesus on the hearts of men. 

Whether Paul addresses one particular church (1 Cor. 
16: 2; 2 Cor. 9: 5-7), or a group of churches (Gal. 2: 
10), or & prominent disciple (1 Tim. 6: 17; Philemon), 
his teaching ever proceeds from the assumption that 
rich aod poor, high born and low-born, in their several 

itions, were reckoned among the congregations who 
Ealieved in Jesus. Even the austere and ascetic James, 
who certainly witnessed, and most probably shared in 
the primitive community of goods in the Jerusalem 
church, repeatedly rebukes the rich and powerful, not 
for possessing, but for misusing wealth and position (St. 
James 2: 1-9; 4: 13-17; 5: 1-5). 

It is no baseless theory which sees as the result of this 
ec mmunity of goods, which existed so generally in the 
Jerusalem church, the extreme distress which, as early 
asthe year A D. 43, prevailed among the Jerusalem 
Christians. In spite of the most generous exertions of 
‘the brethren” in Rome, in Greece, in Asia Minor, in 
Syria, this deep poverty seems to have contir ued to the 
last (that is, till A. D, 70, when the city was destroyed), 
in the mother-church of Christendom. Constant re- 
ference to it occurs in the busv life of S:. Paul (see Acts 
11: 29: 24:17; Gal. 2:10; Rom. 15: 26; 1Oor.16:1; 
2 Cor. 8: 4-14; 9: 112). Nor is it improbable that the 
first great missionary leaders—men like Paul, and Bar- 
pabas, and Luke, guided as they were by the Holy Ghost 
—were deterred by the spectacle of helpless poverty 
presented by the Caurch of Jerusalem from sanctioning 
in other cities an enthusiasm which led men, through a 
desire of carrying out to the letter the self-denying com- 
mands of their Master, to throw up those grave and 
weighty responsibilities which accompany wealth and 
position, and thus to reduce themselves to a state of 
helpless dependence; fur they saw in such a community 
a‘l manly self reliance, all generous effort would, on the 
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part of the individual, gradually canse to exist. A 
deadly torpor, such as seems to have crept over and 

sralysed the Jerusalem Christians, would by degre7s 
| destroyed the energy of every church whose mem- 
hers, by voluntarily renouncing home and wealth, rought 
literally to fulfill their Lord’s commands by having all 
things common. 

Each age has witnessed an attempt to revive the Jeru- 
salem dream of a life where should exist no distinction 
of “order” and class, and where literally all things 
should be possessed in common ; but every such attempt 
has failed; sometimes ending in wild disorder, s-me- 
times producing a society whese life and aims seemed 
utterly at variance wih the teaching and the mind of 
Christ. The es'imate of Paul and bis brother apostles 
wes the one; they judged rightly when they declined to 
interfere with the established order of things among 
civilized peoples, or to recogrize in any way a s'ate of 
society which, however ceautiful in theory, in practice 
would effectually bar all progress, and which would only 
result in confusion and in misery. 


ONENESS OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST. 
[C. L. Goodell, D.D., in The American Sunday School Worker. | 


HE robe of Christ might have had many colors, but 

it was without seam. S> the true church of Carist, 

having a diversity of vestments, is yet without schism. 

Men may make parties and pens to keep God’s = 

apart, but it is Jesus Christ who builds the church, 

uniting all who love him in himself distinct like the 
billows, yet one like the sea 

The tie that binds all believers together and to Christ, 
is love. This blessed bond makes no show of machinery 
any more than the gravitation that holds the worlds in 
place, or the maguet to which the bits of iron cling, but 
it is fathomless in its depths, and measureless in its 
stren Our different ecclesiastical carts rumbling and 
creaking, O, how tame they look compared with this 
noiseless and shining chariot of God sweeping through 
the earth, and bearing all that love him up toward the 
throne. The nearer we come to Christ in loyalty and 
love, the nearer we come to each other, and the more 
our differences fade away, as following up the radii of a 
circle we meet at a common centre, and see Jesus only. 

How sweet and true is our fellowship, one with an- 
other, when the common centre is the Carist of Calvary 
and the resurrection. Love and fealty to Christ is the 
foundation of his church. Sin scatters and disperses; 
sin separates and divides. It is the great heathen‘z:r, 
debasing and degrading. It is the Ishmaelite of the 
world, with its hand against every man. In sin, men 
break off from God and hide. But Christian love unites 
It brings together in one, and heals. It creates a worid- 
wide circle of sympathy and helpfulness Ohrist came 
to unite all the scattered and sorrowing families and 
tribes of earth in one. O.eness ia Christ is the security 
of his church sgainst evil from within and without. 
Men trust to ecclesiastical methods, when they are weak- 
ness itself as a3 defense of the truth, ag my with love 
to Christ. Oneness with Christ keeps the heart right, 
the head right, and the life right, when all sectarian 
watchword: and devices of the biue book fail. 

Love and devotion to Christ shall prove the triumph 
of the church. In a universe where Christ is King, sin 
is crime, but love is victory. Nu power to conquer the 
world like Christian love. “It is not for the church of 
Christ to give blows, but to receive them,” said a distin. 
guished Protestant layman in France to a persecutor, 
“but remember this: The church of Christ is an anvil 
which has worn out many hammers.” It holds its place 
by meekness. It corquers by love. As you deepen its 
atiachment to Chris!, you multiply its usefulness and 
strength. 


CHURCH LIFE. 
{From The Church of the First-Days. By C. J. Vaughan, D.D.] 
HEY continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine; 
or rather, they gave themselves perreveringly to the 
apostles’ teaching ; and to fellowship one with another ; 
to the breaking of the bread, and to prayers. Here are 
four particulars enumerated : 

(1.) They waited constantly upon the teaching of the 
apostles. There was muc’ for them to learn. They 
knew nothing ss yet in detail of the doctrine of their 
new Master. The particulars of his life; the words of 
warning and precept, of counsel and encouragement, 
which he uttered ; the spiritual insight given in his dis 
courses into the law of God ard into the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament; the precious mexims of life and 
conversation which fell from his lips in hours of com- 
parative privecy, when he expourded to his disciples 
things spoken in parables to the multitude; still more, 
the various items of that perfect example; his meekness 
under provocation, his wisdom in answering cavils, his 
patience in removicg difficuities, his abhorence of deceit 
and guile, his tenderness towards the conscience- 
stricken and repentant; above all, the incidents of that 
last week, of that last night of all, now brought back to 
their remembrance by the Holy Spirit, with many sharp 
pangs of sorrow for the share they themselves had borne 
in adding to his sufferings; and then the reminiscences 
of visits paid to them again and again after the resur- 
rection, when he was explaining the secrets of his king- 
dom and fitting them to be his messengers and ministers 
in the world ; how must the apostles have busied them- 
selves iu recalling and recounting these things to a con- 
gregation all but wholly ignorant of them! How must 
they have told and told again, amidst breathless silence 
or murmured satisfaction, words and deeds recorded now 
and unrecorded in the gospels; some written that we 
might believe, others untold still, because, if written 








every one, the wor!d itself could not contain the books 
that sheuld be written. It was one part of the Jast 
charge to the apostles that they should baptiza in their 
Saviour’s name; that is, in that sacred name of the 
Divine Trinity, which is all summed up in Christ. It 
was another part of that last charge, that they should 
teach the new disciples to observe all things whatsoever 
he had commanded them: and it was this which re- 
mained to be done by patient and repeated ministra 
tions to those who for this purpose waited constantly on 
their terching 

My brethren, we are too ready to imagine that we 
have nothing to learn now from public teaching. We 
sit in judgment upon our teachers, as though we had all 
truth and all knowledge already in possession. And 
most unwilling would your ministers be to speak as 
though they had secrets to tell you from this place; 
anything which you know, for yourselves, from the pa 
of our heay book. Nevertheless, we do believe that 
preaching is one of God’s ordinances, and that to it (in 
its place) belongs the emphasis of that solemn caution 
of St. Paul, Despise not prophesyings It is still, we be- 
lieve, one mark of the true Coaristian, as it was in the 
days of old. that he waits steadfastly upon doctrine; 
upon the teaching of —— men, whose responsible 
office it is rightly to divide to the congregation the 
word of truth. 

(2) In the second place it is said that they persevered 
in fellowship or communion; that is, in the formation 
and fostering of that brotherly spirit of Christian love, 
which is dese-ibed for us in the apostles’ creed as the 
communion oj saints It was a thing to which they ap- 
plied themselves, with all the energy of a new affection, 
this habit of fellowship or of communion. The three 
thousand converts of the day of Pentecost did not sep- 
ara‘e after their baptism, each to his home, to live a life 
of pious meditation in the seclusion of their own hear‘s 
with God They set themselves resolutely to a life of 
fellowship. Weshall hear presently some of the work- 
ings of that life; but, for the moment, take it thus: The 
Christian is one of a community ; alone he is but a limb 
cut off from the trunk; separately he must draw his 
vital vigor from the head, but that vigor must be used 
and manifested, not in iso!ation, but in a self-forgetting 
fellowsh’p He must nevee fancy himself the whole 
body: eitoer in being independent of the head from 
which he derives vitality, or in being independent of 
the crganized system in which he exercises but one 
fune ji n of duty. That is the second mark of a Chris 
tian. He attends perseveringly to fellowship. 

T ask not how, but I would ask whether, the thought 
of Christian communion has its place with us? Do we 
cherish in every possible way the —. of membership 
in a body? Is there anything that we d> as Christians, 
in which we have regard to other Christians?—to the 
fact that, as it is written, Ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particu ar f 

(3) Trey attended constantly, inthe third place, 
upon the bresking of the bread. I need not say to any 
Christain what that expression means. Rather would I 
observe how instantly the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper took its place among the mark« and tokens of 
the true Church ; how from the very first it was under- 
atood that a Christian is one wh» observes all that 
Christ has c. mmanded, and not least; his dying charge, 
“This do in remembrance of me.’ Doubtless in the 
first beginning of the gospel the Lord’s Supper was a 
daily celebration. And do you suppose that any of the 
three thousand dared or wished to turn their back upon 
it? Did they say, It is too sacred an ordinance for fre- 
quent use? Did they say, It is meant only for estab- 
lished Christians? Did they say, I will send for it when 
Iam dying: not yet, not yet? Alas! these questions 
can be answered but in one way; but to scout them as 
suggestions of an impossibility: and yet how many of 
us are knowingly, wilfully, and throughout life acting as 
if the charge, This do, had never been uttered, or as if 
the apostles only had ever been addressed by it! . . 

(4) We have yet one +troke to add to this picture of 
the Christian life. They were steadfast also ia prayers 
No doubt they prayed in secret. N» doubt it was a life 
of prayer. The charge which is to us far beyond and 
above, so that we treat it as hyperbolical if not exag- 
gerated. Pray without ceasing, was to them, in its 
spirit, a literal precept. Their life was now above, hid- 
den with Christ in God, and well might they exercise 
that life in offices of perpetual communion. Obrist was 
to them not 8 name nor a doctrine, but areal and lovin 
person, their friend and their Saviour, their Lord = 
their G d, They could not have too much of him. Tney 
were as sure of his presence as if he were amongst them 
:n }uman form ; as sure of his loving care and guidance 
as if they saw his hand or heard his voice. Tuerefore a 
life of prayer was to them a life of happiness, Why 
should they not pray, pray constantly, pray without 
ceasing, to one in whom every hope centred, and from 
whom all goodness flowed?.. 

And fear came upon every soul, One explanation of 
this may be found in the ciause which follows: “And 
many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.” 
Proofs daily witnessed of the divine power and presence 
amongst them could not fail to strike fear into the hearts 
of those who looked on without obeying. But there is 
more yet than this in the apprehension described. We 
remember what was the effect upon the wicked king 
Herod of observing the character of John the Baptist. 
We are told by one of the evangelists, that Hero‘i feared 
John—little as he had to fear him in an earthly sense; 
far as he was exalted above him in rank and wealth and 
power—knowing that he was a just man and a holy ; ‘and 
observed him: nay, more than this: and when he heard 
him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. So strong 
was the awe which rested upon him, that he even obeyed 
many of the Baptist’s exhortations, though there was 


v 





231 


one, just one, the most important of all, which he could 
not bring himself to reg urd: Herod feared John because 
he was a just man and a holy. 8 it was with the ob- 
servers of the primitive church. Fear came upon every 
soul, This new kiad of life, so serious, so devout, so 
holy, struck awe as well as surprise into the bcholders. 

Christians do not always know their own power, They 
take it for granted that they are the weaker party. 
What fears, what anxious, what restless, what panic 
fears, do young Christians, more espec'ally, often experi- 
ence, in the prospect of the opposition, or contempt, or 
ridicule, of careless friends or sinful c :mpanions! They 
are often saying to themselves, How can I stand my 
ground against this taunt or that threat, against this 
jester or that tempter? Alas! it is the fear which makes 
the dan Let them try ; let them commit the keep- 
ing of their souls to a faithful Creator, and then go for- 
ward in the path of duty holding fast the word of truth, 
and they will fiod the saying again and again verified in 
them, “Greater is he that is in you than he that is in 
the world.” The difficulties ia your psth may seem in- 
surmountable at a distance; but as often as you face 
them manfully in the name of Jesus, the words of the 
prophet Zechariah shall be made good in you, Who art 
thou, O great mountain? Before Gid's servant thou shalt 
become a plain. “They said among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepul- 
chre? And whe they looked they saw that the stone 
was rolled away; for it was very great.” 

My brethren, you have all of you the power of striking 
a wholesome and perhaps a saving fear into the enemies 
of Christ. It is done, not by you certainly, but through 
you, so often as you are enabled to set a bright and con- 
sistent example in your own conversation and in your 
own life. That is a testimony which men cannot gain- 
say. All else they may laugh at: your persuasions they 
may resist, your warnings they miy despise, your argu- 
ments in defense of the faith they may upset and tri- 
umph over: but your a at once self-denying and 
charitable, at once strict and sensible, will make its way 
into their consciences: you may never know it; they 
may, as they probably will, affeci to be indifferent: but 
not for nothing (even with a view to these days) was it 
written, that, when men saw the Christian congregation 
continuing steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and fel- 
lowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in prayers, 
Jear came upon every soul, That is the ene weapon, which 
& woman, which a child, may wield, and which no coat 
of mail is close enough to evade or strong enough to 
parry. God grant us all grace to use it better! 








PRICKED IN THRIR HEART. 


[From Sermons by the Monday Club.|} 


S yet these men are without, not within the fold. 
That act of theirs by which they enter is indicated 
some verses further along: “'Taen they that gladly re- 
ceived his word were baptized.” By their glad rezeption 
of the word we understand their obedience to it. And 
what was that word? It is said that the poet Burns, was 
once greatly distressed about his sins, and that, applying 
to a religious teacher for counsel, he was told to dance 
away his fears, and drown his troubles in the flowing 
bowl. Similar counsel has been given to others, and by 
those who set themselves up as religious guides. ‘ These 
feelings,” they would tell you, “are morbid; they are 
the product of bad digestion, over-work, or false teach- 
ing; seek cheerful society, read entertainiag books, for- 
get self in some absorbing occupation; be honest and 
charitable, and you may also be contented and happy.” 
How unlike is all this to the short, sharp words of Peter ! 
“ Repent and be baptiz:d every one of you” It should 
be remembered that the word * repent” here points, not 
merely to sorrow of heart, but to a change of mind. 
Nor need we be at a loss as to the nature of the change 
intended. Oa the one side it will have respect to sin; 
on the other, to him against whom it has been com- 
mitted. The former is to be forsaken; the latter is to 
be sought and obeyed. But the particular sin which now 
covered the faces of these men with shame was, that 
they had be rayed and crucified the Messiah. The 
thought of this was the barbed arrow wiich pierced 
their hearts, First of all, therefore, their repentance 
must be a change of mind towards him. Hitherto they 
had despised and hated him. Henceforth they must 
believe in his name, and own him as Lord and Christ. 
Let me emphasize the thought now befure us. Practi- 
cally it is all important. One who has carefully studied 
the sermons of Peter in this and the following chapters, 
will have observed that in each he concludes with a call 
to faith in Christ as the one condition of pardon and 
salvation. So io his epistles. Christ is set forth as he 
““who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree ;” who “also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he mignt bring us unto God.” Such 
was the gospel according to Peter. It enjoined repent- 
ance, not only towards sin in general, but towards un- 
belief in the rejection of Christ in particular, Moreover, 
this inward change was to be accompanied with an out- 
ward sign. By baptism, they were to profess his name, 
aud pledge themselves to his service. To spur them to 
&@ prompt and glad performance of all this, he sets before 
them the twofold assurance of remission of sins, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit—pointing to a divine promise as 
the firm foundation on which their faith might rest. It 
is the fashion of some in our day to make small ac- 
count of the forgiveness of sins, And, save as the gift 
of the regenerating and helping Spirit attends it, the 
joy it brings would be but for an hour. But let it be 
remembered that in God’s work, in and for the soul, 
they are never separated. With pardon comes an in- 
ward operation, which makes the salvation one from 





sin’s power, as well as its curse, and so gloriously 
complete. 








282 


nee ee — 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Vol. XVIIL., No. 15. 








Che Sunday School Cimes. 


PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 8, 1876, 


NOTICES, 


Manuscripts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
paper, should be addressed to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor, Tus 
BUNDAY SCHOOL TimxEs, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Unaccepted manuscripts cannot be returned unless their writers 
make request accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, at the 
time they submit them. 


Letters concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be ad- 
dressed to John D. Wattles, Business Manager, THs SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


For terms of subscription, and for advertising rates, see PusLina- 
ER's DEPARTMENT. 


H, CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


GEORGE A. PELTZ, ASSOCIATE EDITOR. 


Noricg#.—SuBSCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAILS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH IS 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, 


Mrs Sanasrer’s Sermons to Girls are uniformly sen- 
sible and practical. Her theme for this week is a taking 
one with young girls, and it is handled as judiciously as 
those which it follows in the series, 

WE are confident that those who examine the added 
helps in our Lesson department, in the line of selected 
side-lights on the lessons of the second quarter, will ap- 
preciate their value and variety. These selections are 
made with care from sources not available to the larger 
portion of our readers. 


A LITTLE girl lately came to her mother, declaring 
that she pitied babies who were born at this time. Baing 
asked why, she replied, “ Bscause they will be too little 
to appreciate this Centennial, and they certainly won’t 
live to appreciate the next.” It is not hard to guess in 
what city that child lived. 


One of the largest branches of trade in the French 
capital is said to be the manufacture of dolls, and their 
toilettes, furniture, and houses. At least three thousand 
styles of dolls are made there, from a pasteboard play- 
thing to the more elaborate mechanical dolls, which can 
stand upright and walk and talk and seem almost alive. 
Indeed it looks as if some of the best make of dolls were 
already working into good society, getting into the board- 
ing schools, and showing their halo hats on the fashion- 
able streets of a pleasant afternoon. There will be 
needed by and by a doll detector, by which the manu- 
factured article can be known from the genuine girl. 


AN indication of the growing interest in the Inter- 
national Sunday-school lessons is the steady increase of 
attention to them by the newspaper press. Many of the 
secular papers are publishing notes on these lessons week 
by week. One of the latest additions to this list is the 
Toledo Blade—\ong known as Petroleum V. Nasby’s pa- 
per. In announcing a weekly article “on the Sunday- 
school leason for the current week, prepared by a clergy- 
man of recogniz3d ability,” that paper gives an extended 
editorial on the history and inflaence of the International 
lesson movement, prefaced by this statement : 

Few of our readers, we presume, are aware how much 
time and labor has been bestowed upon this scheme. Our 
own investigations in this direction have made us acquainted 
with much that was novel. In fact, there has been a kind 
of fascination in the inquiry. For the story of all work is 
inspiring to one who has himself a mind to work. The 
Sunday-school workers, as they rightly call themselves, 
whatever they may have been once, are now a great army. 
And they are well organized —at least comparatively so. 


REFERRING to our honorable mention of the Cham- 
bersburg cashier who was ready to die rather than betray 
a trust committed to him, a gentleman from Gettysburg, 
of high character and prominence in good work, has 
this to say of the man whose noble conduct we com 
mended : 

You speak in deservedly high terms of Mr. G. R» Messer- 
smith, cashier of the Chambersburg National Bank, in 
faithfully defending, at the imminent peril of his life, the 
bank of whose interests he had charge. It may be of interest 





to you to know that Mr. Messersmith has been for many 
years the superintendent of the English Lutheran Sabbath- 
school of Chambersburg. The fact that this school is not 
only one of the first in the denomination but also in the 
state, is largely due to its active, faithful, self-denying, 
Christian superintendent. The prominent features of the 
school are its activity, the number of adults in attendance, 
the number of youth annually confirmed into the church 
from its midst, its large benevolent subscriptions, the har- 
mony in its management, and the good work done by it in 
educating young Curistians. Are not Mr. Messersmith’s Sab- 
bath-school work and his defence of the bank interests due 
to one and the same Christian character ? 


WHEN General Wagner, a member of the Common 
Council of this city, proposed an ordinance against 
tobacco smoking within the precincts of Independence 
Hall, there was a fierce outcry from the friends of 
“liberty,” against this attempt to “introduce the puri- 
tavical laws of New England during this centennial 
year.’ Yet this was a move in the interest of public 
safety and common decency. It did not propose to 
forbid smoking, except where that endangered the city 
property, and was a nuisance to those who had a right 
to protection. “‘ The danger of fire,” said Gen. Wagner, 
“is what concerns me. The ordinance applies to the 
Council chambers, I don’t think that Select Councilmen 
are guilty, but in Common Council I have seen alighted 
cigar throwa into a spittoon, and then covered by some 
one with small pieces of paper. A breeze might have 
set Independence Hall on fire.” Gen. Wagner is cer 
tainly correct in his surmise. No select Councilman in 
any city would be guilty of this disregard of decency 
and the rights of others. The man who would smoke 
in such a place is not only a very “common” but an 
“unclean ” Councilman. 


Mr. Epwarp KIMBALL’s recital of facts in connection 
with Mr. Moody’s conversion and his admission to the Mt. 
Vernon Church in Boston, has peculiar interest in view 
of the many misstatements on the subject which have had 
wide circulation. Mr. Kimball was young Mody’s San- 
day-school teacher, ani he speaks from personal knowl- 
edge of the facts ia the case. One point may seem to 
need a further word of explanation. Mr Kimball says 
in his article, “ Nor, I am sure, did Mr. Kirk, or any oe 
in that church, ever ‘advise him not to speak, but to try 
to serve God in some other way.’”’ Yet Mr. Moody is 
reported on another page of this paper as saying at the 
Christian Convention in New York: “ When [ was first 
converted, I thovgat I must talk to the church about 
Christ, but I saw they did not like it, and finally they 
came and told me [ could serve the Lord better by keep- 
ing still.” This apparent discrepancy is easily accounted 
for, when it is known that Mr. Kimball here speaks of 
the Boston church into which Mr. Moody was first re- 
ceived, while Mr. Moody refers to a church in Chicago, 
where, as he himself thinks, his zeal was not according 
to knowledge; for he dezlares as to the word of caution 
received by him: ‘‘I never blamed the minister, I have 
done the same thing to others.” 


In criticising a dramatic exercise for the Sanday- 
school concert, The Southern Presbyterian very properly 
insists that “we must resist these beginnings of that 
which would lead to the training of our children to be 
actors Or opera singers, the changing of our Sunday- 
schools into play-houses, and the profanation of God’s 
Word by making it an opera text.” Exercises for the 
Sunday-school concert, consisting of simple recitations 
of Bible-tex's, intersp arse 1 with appropriate hymns and 
prayers are found mst helpful in training the young to 
an acquaintance with God's Word in its fullness and 
beauty. But the dram atic element cannot be introduced 
in connection with these exercises, or into any depart- 
ment of the Sunday school, except with positive injury. 
Neither is there a necessity for such introduction 
to insure variety and interest to these exercises. 
Sunday-schools where the Sunday-school concert has 
been sustained with unvarying interest and profit fora 
series of years, are almost without exception those 
which have wholly excluded the dramatic element from 
its exercises, and where the scholars and teachers simply 
recite Bible verses topically arranged, without acting 
parts, representing characters, or having platform per- 
formances. The simplest msthods of recitation are the 
most commendab!e, and they wear the best. 


A TOUCHING incident occurred in connection with a 
recent visit of Queen Victoria to the London Hospital, 
on the occasion of opening its new wing. She passed 
through its several wards, observing its arrangements for 
the care of the sick. In the children’s department was 
a little girl four years old, who had been severely in- 





jured. Hearing of the royal visit, she said that if she 
only could see the Queen, she was sure she should get 
well. Her Majesty learning of this asked to be shown 
to the child’s bedside, and there, laying her hand on 
the little one, she called her “darling,” and expressed 
the hope that she would sosa be better. Later advices 
report the child as gaining in health. This incident 
beautifally illustrates the longing of the true children of 
God to see “the King in his beauty,” to be “face to 
face” with their Divine Sovereign; also the condescen- 
sion of the King of kings, and his readiness to gratify 
the longing of his children’s hearts, “I shall be satis- 
fied, when I awake, with his likeness,” says the trustful 
disc ple. ‘They shall see his face,” is the promise to 
the redeemed. In tenderness the great King even now 
lays his hand upon us in our weakness, and calls us 
both “children” and “ friends.” Moreover, his cheering 
assurance is, “I will come again and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am there ye may ba also.” 

HELP FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES. 
THOUGHT concerning the practice of encouraging 
those of immature yesrs to counsel and instruct 

one another in matters of religious faith is suggested by 
the boys’-meeting now being held in connection with 
the special services at the Hippodrome in New York. 
The meeting spoken of occurs at the close of the evening 
service, and numbers regularly from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty lads from eight to sixteen years of 
age. The service is conducted by one of their own 
number, and the boys themselves are generally the only 
persons who speak or pray. Oxse or two Christian 
workers are p*esent, however, to offer whispered advice, 
and give something of tone and direction to the exer- . 
cises by their quiet counsels, After the close of the 
exclusive meeting the doors are thrown open and Chris- 
tian friends in waiting, both ladies and gentlemen, enter 
the room for personal conversation with young seekers 
after truth. Boys also then speak to each other. One 
of them recently prayed in the meeting that when this 
opvortunity for personal service should arrive, the Lord 
would “ help him to pick out the right boy.” The par- 
ticipants (and usually two-thirds of tha whole number 
present take some part) enter up nm the conduct of the 
meeting, as well as upon the work of talking to one an- 
other afterwards, with all the enthusiasm of boy nature. 

There is much in the exhortations of these beginners 
that is crude, unfinished and unsstisfactory to older 
Christians. Expressions occur in their prayers which 
would not generally be endorsed as suitable. Some of 
the methods adopted by the young leaders in their ear- 
nest endeavor to bring the halting or timid up to the 
performance of duty might be seriously questioned. 
The lads have much to learn. And yet we should doubt 
the wisdom of taking the meeting entirely or mainly 
out of the hands of the boys themselves. If any number 
of good brethren were to fill up the chairs and pray, 
exhort, and sing in such manner as would be most edi- 
fying to ripe Christians, the young attendants would lose 
interest in the meeting as being peculiarly their own. 
Its privileges would not be so highly esteemed nor its 
blessings so keenly discerned. 

But while we would let boys learn to confess Christ 
and begin to work for him in a meeting of their own, if 
they should seem drawn to it there, we certainly hope 
that the momantous interests centered in a gathering of 
80 many inexperiencad young souls will not be for one 
moment forgotten or overlooked by wise Christian in- 
structors in New York. A work of wonderful values even 
in comparison with all the other good work that is being 
done may be wrought among these boys. They should 
be hedged in by good influences, and at the close of their 
own special meeting each boy should be mot by a warm 
hand extended to him, and a wise head, guided by a 
loving heart, questioning him. And surely the special 
care for these souls ought to extend beyond the place 
where the meetings are held. Each lad should be fol- 
lowed to his home, or, at least, his name and whatever of 
interest or importance there is attached to his case should 
be communicated to his Sunday-school teacher, if he has 
one. If he is outside the Suaday school some faithfal 
teacher near his home should be apprised of his need of 
Onristian nurture. If not always true before, it is no- 
tably true now, that Bible teachers in New York are 
unable to plead the lack of abundant opportunity for 
efficient service in this direction. 

And in all this there are important suggestions to the 
Lord’s husbandmen everywhere. Boys’ special meetings 
and girls’ special meetings are multiplying. By all 


means they should be wisely encoursged, and by no 
means should they be left to run on without any watch 
or care from older people. 


As you stand outside the 
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door of such a meeting ycu may remember that when 
Hagar could no lenger look upon Ishmael, but “sat over 
against him and lifted up her voice and wept,” it is de- 
clared, “‘ And God heard the voice of the lad.” With 
the youngest and weakest the cry for salvation is an in- 
dividual matter which cannot be delegated to one older 
and wiser. Whenever that cry is lifted in a boys’- 
meeting or a girls’-meeting the noblest Christian service 
may be done by counseling and instructing such young 
friends as are stimulated to confess their Saviour, and to 
take a Christian stand through the example and entreaty 
of their associates, so that they may begin at once to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 





ACTORS AND THEIR CRITICS. 


F anything were lacking to make a sensible man sick 
of the theatre and its actors, so that he should have 
supreme contempt for the drama and its lovers, it would 
seem to be supplied in the more careful and elaborate 
criticisms of popular actors, as given in the better class 
of literary journals. 

Take for example The Atheneum, of London, a journal 
foremost, of its class, in ability and refinement, largely 
devoted to literary and art criticisms, and sustained by 
a choice circle of subscribers and readers. It gives three 
columns of a recent number to an analysis of Othello as 
played at the London Lyceum by Mr. Irving. Of this 
actor we are told that “ Kean in the height of his tri- 
umphs awoke no greater enthusiasm,” while “ Macready, 
during his best days, awoke no equal interest.” Oa this 
point, “With the sound of frantic and reiterated ap- 
plause still ringing in the ears, it is impossible to doubt 
the sincerity of publie conviction.” 

And now what are the profound comments of this cen- 
sor and guide of intelligent public sentiment on the per- 
formance of this wonderful play-actor? Here are spe- 
cimens: “ The delivery of the phrase, ‘I'll not believe 
it,’ was excellent, and the utterance of the words, ‘O 
blood, blood, blood!’ was electrical. Fine acting in 
these scenes was marred, however, by excessive grimace, 
Mr. Irving’s features are apparently too mobile, and it is 
not until the fifth act, when, after the death of Desde- 
mona, he assumes a stare of desperation, that he allows 
any one emotion to hold possession of his face long 
enough to be quite intelligible.” ‘The scene in which 
Othello falls into what Iago calls an epilepsy, usually 
omitted in representation, is now restored.” In this 
“the signs of swooning had obviously been closely siu- 
died, and were faithfully conveyed.” At length the 
climax is reached: “ Mr. Irving’s bearing before the 
envoys was good, and his exit upon the words ‘Goats 
and monkeys!’ was effective.” 

‘*Goats and monkeys!” Fiddlesticks and nonsense ! 
Just think of the stultifying influence of theatre-going, 
when it brings intelligent men to devote themselves to 
such criticism, or to enjoy its reading when printed. 
Remember that this twaddle is not from the New York 
Clipper, or Wilkes’ Spirit of the Times, but from the 
London Atheneum ; and that it is a fair specimen of the 
very best comment on the stage and its performers as 
found in the choicest pages devoted to dramatic criticism 
in Evgiand or America, In fact, this nonsense fairly 
reflects the influence of the theatre on theatre-goers 
generally. Men and women who attend the theatre 
commonly enjoy this style of comment on its performers 
and performances. They will talk by the hour of the 
special grimaces and particular twists and turns, and 
looks and words of their favorite actors, all the way up 
from the negro minstrel to the great tragedian, If the 
theatre were otherwise tolerable as a means of amuse- 
ment, an insuperable objection to it would be the time 
wasted on talking it over, by those who attend it. Be- 
cause it stands by itself in this regard, it has so largely 
the contempt of the more sensible. Imagine a party of 
cultivated gentlemen and ladies sitting down to compare 
notes on a game of leap-frog they had witmessed. “ The 
poise of Billy Jones before he made his third leap was 
graceful in the extreme.” ‘The look of determination 
on little Sam Wilson’s face as he laid hold of Tom Smith 
for the final bounce was thrillingly impressive.” “ Ben 
Thompson was, however, sluggish in action and stolid in 
repose. He needs quinine and cayenne.” If watching 
leap: frog would make such fools of the lookers-on, leap- 
frog ought to be tabooed by sensible people. The same 
may be said of any amusement, 

But some champions of the theatre insist that the 


Mr. Forrester’s Iago it is difficult to speak too highly. 
. . . His acting was honest and plausible throughout, 
and had a wheedling and cajoling tenderness in the 
scenes of Othello’s trial that intensified the villainy of 
the part, while it explained the credulity of the Moor.” 
“Mr. Brook, as Cassio, might, with advantage, assume 
more dignity of bearing, when in the flush of his new 
dignity he enters to O:hello. His drunkenness, more- 
over, was too good-natured. Cassio’s is a morose and 
splenitic drunkenness.” ‘‘ Mr. Mead’s Brabantio was 
excellent in action, but too rotund in speech.” “ Miss 
Isabel Bateman’s Desdemona was graceful, . . . Her 
voice however in the emotional scenes, was metallic and 
unsympathetic.” If this be a fair view to take of the 
theatre, then contempt for theatre-going changes to pity 
for the actors. The criticisms all go to show that the 
less of naturalness and sincerity there is about an actor 
the better he fills the place expected of him, If he 
tries to lock as dignified as some one else did when sober, 
or to bear himself in the same style with that other 
fellow when drunken ; or to show in his face the villainy 
and credulity of yet another person, he merits most 
praise and has highest success, A pretty standard of 
life and effort for a man to hold before himself continu- 
ally! This in itself ought to sink the theatre in the 
estimation of every man who rightly regards the char- 
acter of those who are needed for its actors, Instruction 
is secured at too great a cost when it belittles, or stul- 
tifies, or degrades, or destroys the personality and man- 
hood of the teacher. Let us be ignorant of all that the 
drama can teach us, if we must aid in the destruction 
of those who instruct us. 

Even if there were no other objection to the theatre, 
the fact that a successful actor has power only as he 
seems to be some one else than himself is an unanswer- 
able argument against the actor's profession. Though 
an actor may be a man of pure life and of decided talent, 
his highest attainment is ever through seeming to be 
what he is not. The word “hypocrite” literally means 
one who plays a part on the stage, one who feigns or 
dissembles, It is sad to see a yourg man of integrity 
and ability devote all his energies to success in the line 
of hypocrisy. No matter what he does it for; he is too 
much of a man for such a business. He ought to be 
himself, do his own work, grow and gain in the line of 
his own personality ; not try to be another man, feeling, 
acting, looking like some one else—either better or worse 
than himself. It takes something of a man to be a first- 
class actor, according to the actor’s standard—quite too 
much of a man to be unmanned throvgh a life of 
hypocrisy or mimicry. If indeed his acting gave any 
instruction to those who attended on it, the same amount 
of ¢«ffort which made him a good actor would have ena- 
bled him to do a vast deal more of good to others, while 
he was making himself a vast deal more of a man, 


snecadaiiena 

TEACHER who isa teacher only one day in the week, 

is not much of a teacher on that day. The best Sunday- 
school teaching includes week-day work for the scholars. 
Even if the teacher cannot visit his scholars frequently, 
at their homes or places of employment, he can now look 
in on one and now on another. Or he can invite them, 
together or one by one, to his own home or room. Or 
at the least he can write to them occasionally, showing a 
personal interest in them, and learning particularly of 
their personal surroundings and occupations and feel- 
ings. Many teachers are thus faithful. A lady teacher 
at the Sunday-school of the Epiphany Free Chapel, 
corner of Twenty-third and Cherry streets, in this city, 
recently gathered her class of boys for a pleasant 
evening’s entertainment at her home of elegance and 
refinement. She showed them about the fine house, 
pointing out such of its adornments as would interest 
them. She told them stories, using as she did so some of 
the choice visible illustrations at command in her home; 
and she gave them a treat of refreshments, Of course she 
has a new hold of that class through that everiing’s 
work, and her Sunday labors are likely to be more eflec- 
tive in their behalf in consequence, 





| Many a teacher who is faithful to his scholars so long 
| as they remain in his class, feels no responsibility for 
| them when they have once passed out from the Sunday- 
achool. Other teachers, again, are unwilling to lose the 
| hold they have acquired on their scholars, and are care- 


“ legitimate drama” is rather for instruction than amuse- | ful to keep up correspondence with them even for a 


ment; that the actors are set to represent characters 
which shall impress for good those who witness their 
performance. This would seem to be indicated by such 
farther comments as these from The Athenwum: “Of 


series of years, Such teachers should be “ counted 
worthy of double honor,” as those who persevere unto 
the end. A gratifying illustration of fidelity in this 
direction is herewith given by one of our London cor- 


respondents: “ At the annual meeting of old scholars 
and teachers formerly connected with Craven Chapel 
Sunday-schools, a gentleman stated that he had been a 
teacher in Oraven schools for forty-two years. During 
that time over two hundred and ninety boys had passed 
through his class. Having kept a record of the where- 
abouts and doings of each he could give a brief history 
of all. It had been his custom to write to all on their 
several birthdays, and, where possible, to follow to the 
grave the remains of those who had died. We trouble 
ourselves much to record the deeds of brave soldiers on 
the battle-field; but these deeds also are worthy of 
repetition, and cannot fail to encourage and strengthen 
the hearts of those who read them,” 

A Brooklyn, N. Y., correspondent (D. B. H.) tells this 
story of a way of working to cheer the heart of a faith- 
ful superintendent: “ Your issue of March 4, contains a 
reprint from The Brooklyn Sunday School of an article 
entitled ‘Commend the superintendent,’ which has in- 
spired at least one happy and profitable gathering. On 
Tuesday evening, March 7, the teachers of the Puritan 
Sunday-school, Brooklyn, N. Y., planned and executed 
a surprise-visit to their superintendent at his residence, 
of a character indicated in the article referred to. About 
fifty teachers with the pastor (the Rev. C. H. Everest) 
composed the company, and the superintendent was 
made acquainted with the intentions of the invaders by 
a brief opening address by one of the number, who ex- 
plained that the occasion was to be an ‘ Eacouragement- 
meeting,’ to give an assurance to the superintendent of 
the sympathy, love, and co-operation of the teachers, 
Brief remarks by eight or ten others followed, all in the 
line thus indicated. Allow me just here to suggest one 
or two of the elements which rendered this a teachers’- 
meeting of unusual interest and profit. (1.) It was ar- 
ranged and maneged wholly by teachers. A little more 
responsibility put upon the teachers in the mansgement 
of the regular teachers’. meeting might improve it. (2.) 
The fact that the visit was an entire surprise to the su- 
perintendent tended to preserve a happy silence on his 
part, and to stimulate participation in the exercises by 
the teachers. ‘Talking superintendents’—you know. 
(3) No ‘refreshments’ to impose additional labor and 
expense; no ‘testimonial’ presentation to elicit an em- 
barassing speech from the recipient; but a simple, 
earnest, spontaneous expression of good-will and confi- 
dence—biessed in the giving as well as the receiving. 
Teachers of other schools, if you desire to give your su- 
perintendent a helpful tonic, try this plan.” 





Some workers suppose that to start a school punctu- 
ally, is the one essential thing. To start it wisely is, 
however, more important. A train may start precisely 
on time, but if the signals be disregarded, it may be 
wrecked in its first mile. Sometimes a school, punctu- 
ally started, tumbles into ruinous confusion before the 
teachers attempt their special work. Many superinten- 
dents guard sgainst this danger by carefully-prepared 
opening exercises. The First Congregational Bible 
School, of Detroit, observes the following order in open- 
irg its sessions : 

(1.) Singing. 

2.) Responsive Recitation. 

Leader : 


They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot 
be removed, but abideth forever. 


School : 

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about his people, from henceforth even forever. 
Leader : 


The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver tried in a furnace 
of earth purified seven times. 


School : 


Every word of God is pure; he is a shield unto them that put their 
trust in him. 


Leader : . 
I will keep thy statutes; O forsake me not utterly. 
School : 


Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with 
the whole heart. 


Leader : 

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye wil, and it shall be done unto you. 

(3.) The Lord’s Prayer. 

(4.) Singing. . 

(5.) Reading of the Lesson. 

(6.) Prayer. 


(7.) Class Work. 


After thirty minutes for class work the closing exer- 
cises and singing follow, and the school is dismissed with 
the following 


Responsive Recitation : 
Leader : 


So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom.® 


School: 





O! satisfy us early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be 
gied all our days. 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


———— 


THE BAPTIST SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 
[From a historical sermon by Dr. Edward Bright, reported in The 
Examiner and Ch onicle. | 
BEGINNINGS OF OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIFE. 


AKING 1776 as the beginning of the ceniucy past, it 
was more than half gone before our Baptist denomi- 
nation could be said to have put their hancs and hearts 
to the work of propagating and suetaining Sunday- 
achools. I have it, however, on creditable authority that 
so early as 1740, forty-one years before Robert Raikes 
conceived the purpose of organizing arystem of Sunday 
schools for the poorer classes of Great Britain, and per- 
haps of the world, a Sabbath-echool was formed at 
Ephratah, Lancaster County, Pa, through the influence 
of Ludwig Strecker, a German Seventh-Day Baptist, and 
that it continued to bear fruit until the battle of Brandy- 
wine, in September, 1777, when the school was broken 
up that its place of meeting might be converted into a 
hospital for the sick and wounded of that ill-starred con- 
flict. Very late in the last century Mr. Samuel Slater, 
an enterprising young Englishman who came to this 
country “with a cotton-mill in his head,” opened a 
school in his own house at Pawtucket, R I., of the mixed 
character of the Raikes schools, for the good of his oper- 
atives, and in 1796 applied to President Maxcy, of Brown 
University, for a teacher or superintendent. Mr. Wil- 
liam Collier, then a Baptist student in the college, and 
afcerwards a well-known Baptist minister, was indaced, 
with some hesitation on his part, lest it might be re- 
garded as a “profanation of the Sabbath,” to accept the 
ition, and Mr. Slater paid him for his services. In 
P805 the school became that of the First Baptist Church 
of Pawtucket, on whose worship Mr. Slater was an at- 
tendant, and it was the first Sanday school, continuing 
from year to year, organized in New England. In 1804 
a regular Baptist school was formed in Baltimore, which 
it is claimed still exists. The late Dr. Rufus Babcock 
said that in 1814, when a boy of fifteen years, and living 
in the family of a New England Baptist pastor, he had 
not heard of a Sunday-school, the one solitary B eptist 
peridical of that day giving no account of such an in- 
stitution. Five years iater, in 1819. while a student in 
Brown University, he took part in organizing the school 
of the First Church in Providence Four years earlier, 
in 1815, Philadelphia bad its firat Baptist school; and 
three years earlier, in 1816, the Oliver S.reet School was 
organizd in New York, and still has a vigorous life in 
ita sixtieth year, with two of its first scholars surviving — 
William D Murphy and Robert Colgate. Iq this same 
ear Boston had its first school, aud in 1818 or 1819, 
Windsor, Vit., had a school, of which Baron Stow and 
Sewall S Cutting were members. In 1818, those two 
eminent Baptist pioneer and heroi> missionaries, John 
M. Peck and James E Welch, organized in St. Louis, 
then a village of 1,500 people, the first Sunday-school 
ever known west of the Mississippi. 


GROWTH OF OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIFE. 


The isolated and widely separated instances of Sunday- 
school organization began about 1826, fifty years ago, to 
give place to a general recognition of the institution as 
a beneficient aud necessary sgpnence in the working 
forces of a Baptist church. Thousands of Baptist men 
and women, and tens of thousands of the children of 
Baptist families, had been connected with the institution 
prior to 1826. The most of them were enroiled, how- 
ever, in union schools, dispensing with everything like 
denominational teaching, and in which all the evangeli- 
cal churches of a village or town were represented It 
was impossible that Bu ptis's could cc dperate indefinitely 
in a league of this sort. The principles they avowed, 
the distinctive mission they had in the world, proteste 4 
against their continuing in a compromise, by which 
G.d's truth was to be sy:tematical y strained through 
these union filters. Hence from 1826 to 1830, many 
Baptist churches, in all sections, organized schools of 
their own In 1840 the Publication Society was made a 
national Baptist Sunday school organization, and gave 
fresh vitality to the good work. Within the last twenty- 
five years a Baptist Sunday-school has come to be re- 
garded as a necessity, whenever a church is at hand to 
sustaia it 

What cur actual numerical Sunday-school force is 
can only be estimated, so imperfectly have Baptists 
learned the worth of denominational statistics, It is 
certain that our schools do not equal the number of our 
churches, and that the teachers and scholars in them do 
not, «qual the number of members in our churches. 
Hundreds of our smail churches, especially in the South 
and Southwest, have no such schools, and in many of 
the rural churches in every State the membership of the 
Sunday-school is much ei hes that of the church. Even 
in the State of New York, the whole number of our 
Sunday school teachers and scholars is hardly equal to 
that of our church membera, It is believed to be safe, 
however, to say that we have at this time from ten 
thousand*to twelve thousand Baptist Sunday-schools in 
the United States, and that they include from one 
hundred thousard to one hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand teachers, and from a hundred thousand to one 
million of scholara. The International Sunday School 
Oonvention for 1875, puts the whole number in all the 
evangelical schoola of the United States at 750,000 
teachers and 6,500,000 scholars. It might be safe to say 
that about the seventh of this whole number are in our 
own schools, 


WORK DONE AND ITS RESULTS, 


This, then, may be set down as the first®work our 
Baptist Sunday-schools have wrought in the century 








now clesing. They have so won favor, that next to the 
churches they have become the mcst numerous and the 
best sustained pe ge among us. To have multi- 
plied them thus largely, and to be now sustaining them 
at an outlay, including all expenses, of little or nothing 
leas than $400,000 « year, is of iteelf a great service for 
half the century. But our Sunday-schools have done 
invaluable service in ae rr and keeping alive the 
social], spiritua), and intellectual life of the many thou- 
sands of their teachers. More than this. Of all the 
accessions made in the last twenty-five years, to the 
churches having schools, not less than a third have been 
from their Sunday-schools, a large proportion of whom 
were converted through their influences. Within the 
last sixteen years, the proportionate number of such 
conversions has so increased, that I am inclined to 
believe fully one-half of the baptisms reported from 
year to year, are to be traced directly or indirectly to 
Sunday-school instrumentalities. It is also an interest- 
ing fact that the principle of frequent and habitual 
giving has been more perfectly developed in these schools 
than in our churches. The penny-a-week contribution 
has its observance in every well-reguiated class, and 
many teachers mean that every member of their classes 
shall have his or her name on the “‘dollar-roll,” for the 
better endowment of our seats of learning—a pur 

which needs but to becom: universal, to make this Ce 
ternial year a notable era in Sunday-school annals. 

But the last six'een years have been the years in 
which the remarkable revolution has been wrought in 
Sunday-school singing. In 1859 William B. Bradbu 
began to make his nsme memorable through his Golden 
series of singing-books. Sadly deficient as were many 
of the hymns in lyrical excellence, the fact is indis- 
putable that the five books he issued between 1859 and 
1867, and of which the amazing number of 2,350,000 
were eagerly purchased, invested the institution with a 
new and powerful charm. Every department of the 
organization felt the inspiration. And it is an inspira- 
tion that is not likely to die. Bradbury finished his 
work and was taken home in 1868; but bis successors 
jive, and will live as long as Sunday-schools live. I 
have it from trustworthy sources that the sale of this 
class of singing-books since 1859 has not been less than 
ten millions of copies! Who can give the sum of what 
has been their influence in every part of the Sunday- 
school service, and in the thousands upon thousands of 
homes to which children’s hearts and voices have carried 
them? But their power has gone beyond the limits of 
homes. A “street Arab” of the worst character has 
been known to be so transformed by the Sunday-school 
as to substitute the singing of its inspiring little hymns 
for the negro melodies and negro dances by which he 
had picked up his meagre living. In the same haunts 
he went singing the goepel through those hymns, was 
always heard with eager attention, and besought to come 
again. Blessings on the memory of him who first gave 
our Sanday-schools the new inspiratiun of the singing 
they delight in! 


WIN THE LOVE OF THE CHILDREN. 
[From The Christian Intelligencer. } 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL teacher who has a jast con- 

ception of his relation to the children under his 
care, and who aims to exert the most powerful and at 
the same time the most salutary influence upon them, 
must be sympathetic. If he go through his duties as 
though they were a matter of customary routine only, 
in a cold and perfunctory way, he can hardly expect to 
kindle any feelirg of warmth in their bosoms; ard, not- 
withstanding that children arealways ready to love, and 
that their young and affectionate natures as certaialy 
seek something on which to lean and to which to cling 
as does the young vine, so like the vine they must first 
be shone upon by the sun and watered by the gentle dew 
and rain before they will have the power to put out their 
delicate and sensitive tendrils, and to grow. They crave 
the sun of love and the refreshing dew and rain of sym- 
pathy, just as the vine craves and needs the material 
sun, and dew, and rain. 

The object of the faithful Sunday-school teacher—the 
main object, to which all others are subsidiary—should 
be to make his pupils know and love the Saviour. But 
it is very difficult for children to love anything which is 
urged upon them coldly and ualovingly by one who 
shows or has no love for them. A sensitive and timid 
little one would even refuse to hold out its hand for an 
apple or a rose, or at the best would take it shyly, fur- 
tively, or unthankfully, if the giver were ungracious in 
manner, if no light of love and sympathy beamed in 
the eye, no smile of welcome and affection played on the 
lip. We must carry out the great teaching which irra- 
diates the memorable saying of the apostle: “ We love 
God because he first loved us.” Just so is it with chil- 
dren: love begets love; they love those who first love them. 

There are manifold ways by which a teacher may win 
the love of the little ones of his flock. There is nothing 
more attractive, to adults even, than to see and feel that 
another is interested in them ; and adults are only chil- 
dren of a larger growth. If people do not concern them- 
selves deeply and earnestly about us, we are apt to repay 
them with unconcern ; if they wrap themselves up in a 
robe of indifference, so will we. So will children. But 
if we enter into their joys, if our eyes sparkle because 
there is a brighter lignt than usual in theirs, if our lip 
answers the smile that is on theirs, if we are tender whea 
they are sad, and if we tune our feelings to accord with 
theirs, love and affection will be sure to follow, and on 
both sides. Some griefs of children may be very trifling, 
but we ebould remember that the touch that would be 
unfelt by an oak makes a deep impression on a rose-leaf 
—and all young children are human rose-leaves. Then 
deal gently and very sympathetically with their griefs. 





And also make much of their joys A ver7 trifling p'eas- 
ure makes a child’s heart run over; so help to fill the 
tiny cup to the brim, remembering that a joy is only half 
a joy that is not shared by another, and that it is twice a 
joy when it lightens two hearts. 

Of course such loving sympathy as that which we de- 
seribe must not be kept for Sunday use only. Indeed, 
if it be genuine and not the merest pretense, it cannot 
possibly be so kept. It will follow the child through the 
week. The eye of the teacher will sparkle with glad 
recognition, and the smile will come promptly and un- 
bidden to his lip, when he meets his little pupil on 
the street. And as occasions serve and circumstances 
allow he will follow it to its home by loving visits, and 
will bring it inside the wholesome influences and novel 
attractions of hisown home. The child must be made 
to feel that the relation between him and his teacher is 
a real, a peculiar, and a near one, just as it is between 
him and his parents—a relation which invites love and 
confidence. 





CHILDREN’S READING. 


[From The Churchman. } 


iy is easy enoagh to find fault with some of the u'‘terly 
disgraceful literature provided for children. It has 
nothing redeeming in it, and there is no excuse for i+. 
There is a plenty of bad books in the world, plenty of 
mischievous periodicals, plenty of low newspapers in- 
tended for grown people, which it is hard enough to keep 


ry | out of children’s hands. Why their counterparts should 


be manufactured expressly for the childish market is 
most inexplicable, except on one hypothesis. The sole 
reason for their being is that they are profitable to their 
makers and venders. Men without conscience write 
them, men with little conscience print them, and those 
who ought to know better sell them. Therefore we sup- 
pose that there is no remedy for the evil, except that of 
complaint, which shall reuse parents and guardians to 
some thought of their duty. We are not speaking of 
the doubtful class of books, but of those which are un- 
questionably bad, the boys’ and girls’ “ weeklies,’ and 
such like; the dime novels, and the pernicious trash 
which is manufsctured just for juvenile consumption. 

If a health officer in time of cholera may go about 
and seize unripe fruits and poisonous confectionery, we 
do not see why there might not be a literary inspector 
with some similar powers. Freedom of the press, if one 
will, for grown readers, but children should be protected. 

However, as there is very little hope that such an 
officer will —- at least for some years to come, 
and as it will be impossible to reach the makers of such 
stuff by any moral considerations, and, we fear, un- 
likely that the venders will regard the matter, the next 
thing is to try to reach parents. If the demand can be 
lessened the supply may be stopped. 

It is possible to make seputante booksellers unwilling 
to put such stuff on their counters. We have no doubt 
the sale pays, and that it pays better than the sale of 
that which is wholesome, Nevertheless, men who have 
& reputation to lose can be reached, and bookselling has 
been hitherto considered a clean business—we mean 
morally clean. Its followers assume to themsalves the 
distinction of being “the trade.” It is the only retail 
business which can take rank with wholesale or profe:- 
sienal callinrs. But so long as parents make no com- 
plaint, and children are permitted to buy at will, we feel 
sure that the dealers will continue to prefer profit to 
honor. When patrons turn away from a counter and 
refuse to look at its wares because of this stuff displayed 
upon it, booksellers will bethink themselves. But this 
is only the beginning of the matter. There are two 
things to be enforced in the household. One is prohibi- 
tion, the other substitution. Children will read. Itisa 
pity they should be taught before they have learned 
“ome other things, as for instance, to obey and confide 
in their parents, but as they are taught at the earliest 
possible age, we must take the reading tor granted. We 
do not say that it is possible for a parent to know of 
everything which a child reads, Absolute prohibition, 
except through the child’s own moral sense of obedience, 
is hardly to be compassed. But children once trained 
to be frank and opea at home will not be likely to get 
at very much of this garbage of which we speak. The 
best cure is substitution. Good books will drive out 
bad. But the good books must be thoroughly implanted ; 
so to speak—the soil must be preoccupied. Now there 
is but one way to this end, and that is by the parent’s 
sharing the child’s reading, admitting the child into his 
or her own studies. There is a risk of making a child 
priggish or conceited in this, but there will be no harm 
doue which a very brief experience of the world will not 
remove. Six weeks of the Freshman year will bring a 
lad to bis proper bearings, and with parents who under- 
stand their business, there may be no need evan of this 
slight discipline. 

We are giad to see this subject is being talked about 

every where—indeed it is high time. 
_ There is also another help toward right traising. which 
it seems to us may be had. Judgiag from the things 
taught, or professed to ba taught in schools, we should 
not be surprised to find that the majority of teachers 
have to sink, after their high-pressure duties, into a 
state of utter mental and physical collapse, or else to 
pass from the school-room into a rigid practize of cram- 
ming, in order to anticipate the next day’s demands, But 
teachers of old were the most helpful and pleasant 
guides to young readers. If a teacher, who has leisure 
and taste, will read, and talk of reading, with the scho- 
lars, there is hardly any end to the good which may be 
done—and possibly even the teacher might be benefited 
thereby. The now almost obsolete practice of “ speaking 
pieces,” was not without its effect in getting up a taste 
for good reading and noble ideas, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received. ] 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


enn, Diitae, 00 THIN ccccvevesees vovveestttetevsreeveptncewsyecevens April 18-20, 1876. 
California, State, at Sam JOse.........c.ccccessccrccssscescrrsccesees May 9-11, 1876 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City | ....ccccccrccsccccccscsccsecess May 16-18, 1876. 
THiinois, State, at JacksOnville..........ccccccccceccessecseseeees May 23-25, 1876. 
Maine, State, at BelMsbeccccrcecsccccrccrccscescocrscescescscccsesocses May 23-25, 1876. 
RE Be OE Tienes ccecencnnsevesccevececccecessszssussece June 6-8, 1876, 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont.............0..00..cccccccscccsscscsesess June 6-8, 1876. 





Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne............ June 6-8, 1876. 
Gath, ea A Tis es cei in tne cts cvnrscewenecensses<ccteccnsscesins June 6-8, 1876. 
Connecticut, State, at Winsted ..........cccrrscocsssscccesesececees June 6-8, 1876. 
FOG, UR Wie GENE Bhs wessesccctnccceessconscccsccossees June 18-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Pramkfort....................cceesesseeseeeee JMG 20-28, 1876. 





Conference, at Sem Grove, N. J... ..c.cssccccsccscccssscsccesseoeed June 25-30, 1876. 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, Iowa...June 27-July 5, 1876. 
Parliament, at Well’s Island, St. Lawrence River....... July 19-26, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J............+...J ULy 22-80, 1876, 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y...........00 August 1-15, 1876, 








NORMAL-CLASSHS AND ASSOCTATIONS. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Led by the Rev. Principal Caven, of Knox 
College. é 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall. 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

New York, Normal-class (Union), meets every Thursday at 4.45 P.m., 
in the chapel of Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ralph 
Wells, conductor. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Tnion), at the Fulton Stret 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M, 

New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at the chapel of Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, every Saturday, at 3 p.m. 

New York, Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, corner of Thirty-fourth Street and Sixth 
Avenue, on the third Monday evening of each month. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Tnion), at the First Refsrmed Church, 
rear of City Hall, Ralph Wells, conductor. Every Thursday 
evening. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M. C. A. 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 p.m. Led during April by the Rev. 
Charles B. Schultz. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
noon, at 54 North Fourth Street. Also, every Thursday evening at 
the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4 P.M., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 

Washington, D. C., Teachers’ Normal-class in Y. M. C. A. Hall, every 
Saturday, at 6.30 p.m. 

8t. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Dr. 


Post’s Church, corner Tenth and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. 
Cc. A. Van Anda. 


St. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Dr. Post’s church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association, (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 


THE CHRISTIAN CONVENTION IN NEW 
YORK. 


Us DER date of March 15, the Executive Committee 
of the Moody and Sankey meetings at the Hippo. 
drome in New York, issued a call fur a Christian Con- 
vention, to be held under Mr. Moody’s direction, at the 
Hippodrome, on Wednesday and Thursday, March 29, 
30. The opening parsgraph of their call was as follows: 

Toward the close of the meetings conducted by Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey in Philadelphia last winter, a conven- 
tion of ministers and laymen was called together. Many 
hundreds were present. Coming in contact with the work 
of grace in progress in that city, and quickened through 
prayer and conference, they separated, carrying to their 
fields of labor a blessing which has since been manifested in 
many awakened communities and in the salvation of a mul- 
titude of souls, 





Toe purpose of the New York convention was to se- 

c sre similar results. The programme was as follows: 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 

10 to 11 a.m.—Evangelistic services: how to conduct them. 

11 A. M. to 12 m.—How to conduct prayer-meetings. 

12m tol p™m.—The usual noonday pray er-meeting. 

3 to 4 p.m.—Inquiry-meetings: how can they become part 
of the service in our churches? 

4 to 5 p.M.—Training of young converts and lay teachers. 
To be followed by questions and auswers on practical work. 

8 to 9 P.M.—The usual service, conducted by Messrs, Moody 





and Sankey, followed by the young men’s meeting, and work 
in the inquiry-rooms. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 
10 to 11 a.m.—How shall the service of song be conducted 
in the Lord’s work? . 
11 a.m. to 12 m.—Question drawer. 
12 to 1 p M.—The usual noonday prayer-meeting. 
3 to 4 p.m.—How to get hold of non-church-goers. 
4to 5p m.—Our young men: what more can we do for 
them? To be followed by questions and answers on prac- 
tical work. 
8 to 9 p.m.—The usual evening services. 
THE FIRST SESSION, 


At ten o’clock an immense audience awaited the open- 
ing of the convention. The delegates actually enrolled 
numbered nearly thirty-five hundred, and represented 
not only New York and its immediate vicinity, but New 
England and states adjacent on the south and west; 
several delegates reported from South Carolina, and also 
from the Western States. No time was lost in organizing, 
but Mr. Moody led the convention promptly into the 
appointed work. He opened the discussion upon the 
first topic by saying: “A person said to me, ‘ What do 
you mean by evangelistic services? Is not all service 
evangelistic? What do you mean by preaching the 
gospel? Are not all services in churches and all meet- 
ings preaching the gospel?’ No. There is a good deal 
of difference. There are three services—at least there 
ought to be—in every church, and every one ought to 
keep them in their mind. There is worshiping God. 
That is not preaching the gospel at all. We come to the 
house of God to worship at times, when we meet around 
the Lord’s table—that is worship, or ought to be. Then 
there is teaching—building up God’s people. That is 
not preaching the gospel. Then there is proclaiming the 
good news of the gospel to the world, to the unsaved. 
Now, the question we have before us is, How can these 
services be conducted to make them profitable? Well, I 
should say you have to conduct them to interest the 
people. If they go to sleep, they certainly want to be 
roused up, and if one method don’t wake them up, try 
another. But I think we ought to use our common 
-ense, if you will allow me the word. We talk a good 
deal about it, but I think it is about the least sense we 
have, especially in the Lord’s work. If one method 
don’t succeed, let us try another. This preaching to 
empty seats don’t pay. If people won’t come to hear 
us, let us go where they are. We want to preach. Go 
into some neighborhood and get some persons to invite 
you into their house, and get them into the kitchen, and 
preach there; but make it a point to interest the people, 
and as soon as they get interested they will follow you 
and fill the churches.” 

Having given this key-note upon “ Evangelistic 
work,” Mr. Moody made some farther remarks in illus- 
tration of his ideas, and then invited questions from the 
audience. The invitation was promptly accepted 
Questions came thick and fast from all parts of the ball. 
So expert did Mr. Moody prove himself in answering, 
that the New York Tribune, in addition to a very full 
report of the proceedings, added the following editorial 
paragraph, which is worthy of repetition : 

Mr. Moody, under a sharp fire of cross-examination as to 
his methods as a revivalist, appeared in a new light yester- 
day, aid to the greatest advantage and credit to himself. His 
prompt answers to the varied questions hurled at him from 
all parts of the crowded hall revealed in strong light the 
great practical common sense of the man, and betrayed 
some of the secrets of his extraordinary success. It is im- 
possible, of course, to print all the questions, pertinent, im- 
pertinent, wise and otherwise, which were propounded, and 
his often witty and always sagacious replies, for they would 
fill many more columns of space than we can devote to the 
subject ; but those which are given just as put and answered 
will illustrate the spirit of the singular convention held yes- 
terday, and the manner of the very remarkable man who 
presided over it. 

From the many questions and answers the following 
are most noticeable: 

Question: Would you start a meeting when there is no 
special interest in the churches? 

Mr. Moopy: Certainly I would. A good many are 
folding their arms and saying, “ Wait until the good time 
comes to favor Zion.” The point is to make the good 
time come anyway. Go to work. They have got no 
calendar in heaven. God can work one month as well 
as another, and he is always ready when we are ready. 

(Question: Would you increase the number of meetings 
as the interest increases? 

Mr. Moopy: It depends upon how many meetings I 
have had. If I had as many as I could attend, I would 
not ir crease them ; but I would if I could. 

Question: Suppose the congregation is alive and the 
minister is dead? 





Mr. Moopy: Then let the congregation go on without 
the minister. 

Question: Suppose the minister won’t permit them ? 

Mr. Moopy: He can’t prevent it. A man that wants 
to work for God can do so and nobody can stop him. 

Question: Suppose there is a difficulty in the church 
which cannot be removed ? 

Mr. Moopy: I don’t know of any difficulties that 
God cannot remove. The trouble is we are trying to 
remove these difficulties ourselves instead of going to 
God in prayer. 

Question: Why was it the Lord Jesus could not do 
anything at Nazareth ? 

Mr. Moopy: On account of their unbelief; but that 
was the world, not the church. 

Question: In a community where there is an interesting 
revival very many families have not been reached—do 
not attend church anywhere; what would you have 
laymen try to do? 

Mr. Moopy: I would have the whole town districted 
off and every family visited; I think that could be done. 

Question: What would you say to a person who re- 
plies, ‘I can be a Christian without rising for prayer?” 

Mr. Moopy: I should say most certainly he could, 
but as a general thing he won’t. Ifa man makes up his 
mind that he won’t do a thing, the Lord generally makes 
him do it before he gets into the kingdom. 

Question: What method would you recommend to get 
people on their feet to testify for Christ ? 

Mr. Moopy: In the first place, I would bury all 
stiffaess. Jf a meeting has a formal manner, it throws 
a stiffaess over it, so that it would take almost an earth- 
quake to get a man up; but if it is free and social, j 1st 
as you would go into a man’s house and talk with him, 
you will find people will appreciate it and get up. 

Question : When one or more leading members of the 
church have so borne themselves in the community as 
that the church has been scandalized, would you recom- 
mend a course of discipline before commencing special 
meetings ? 

Mr. Moony: I should say certainly. I should go to 
the 18 h chapter of Matthew and see what we are taught 
to do there, and if these men would not repent I would 
turn them out of the church and then commence to work, 
I would rather have ten members right with God than to 
have a great church of five hundred members and the 
world laughing at them. 

Question : If the world has got in and is stronger than 
the church, what? 

Mr. Moopy: Then I would organize another church, 
The mistake in all this is in taking unconverted people 
into the church. We have got to be more careful. 

Question : Suppose there are excitements in the church 
that seem to draw the attention of the church away from 
higher things—politics, for instance? 

Mr. Moopy: I don’t know much about politics. Tne 
political question might interest the world and you could 
go right on without being interrupted, but the thing I 
dread more than I do politics is these miserable church 
fairs. That isthe thing that bothers me most. More 
meetings have been broken up and the interest dissipated 
by these bazars and church festivals than by your po- 
litical meetings. 

Question : How far is it wise to encourage young con- 
verta to labor with inquirers in the inquiry-meeting ? 


Mr Moopy: I always encourage them. I believe a 
man who has been a great drunkard, for instance, and 
bezn reclaimed, is just the man to go to work among his 
class. 


Question: Is ® man justified in neglecting service at 
his own church in order to talk to those who will not 
attend church ? 


Mr. Moopy: My experience has been that the man 
that ‘has got the spirit to go out after other men will 
bring a good many into the church. He don’t neglect 
it. He is worth about a dozen men who go and take 
good cushioned seats Sunday after Sunday, and don’t 
speak to any one. 


Question: When a man feels that he must preach the 
gospel and the church doesn’t want to hear it, must ke 
go out? 

Mr Moopy: A great many have got the idea that 
they can preach the gospel, when they cannot, and some 
have got the idea that they cannot preach the gospel, 
when they can to a certain class. Now, I have tried 
that. When I was first converted, I thought I must talk 
to the church about Christ, but I saw they did not like 
it, and finally they came and told me I could serve the 
Lord better by keeping still. Then I went out into the 


street, and God blessed me, and I got to preaching before 
I knew it, If the people don’t want you, jon’t force 
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yourself upon them. Go out and preach to the ragged 
and the destitute. 


THE SECOND TOPIC, 


“How to conduct prayer-meetings,” was next con- 
sidered, Mr. Moody opening in a characteristic address 
quite similar in substance to that reported in these 
columns in connection with the Christian Convention at 
Philadelphia, in January last. Another sharp fire of 
questioning followed from which the following points 
are selected : 

Question: What should be the main purpose of a 
prayer-meeting—the conversion of sinners, devotion, or 
the edification of saints? 

Mr. Moony: I should say that the prayer-meeting 
ought to be for the edification of saints and devotion. 

Question: Would you advise having a young people’s 
meeting separate from the regular church prayer-meet- 
ing? 

Mr. Moopy: I always have had in our church in 
Chicago. We have children’s meetings once a week, 
young people’s meeting, and then a meeting Friday night 
for all, old and young. 

Question: How about the ministers praying and preach- 
ing too’ 

Mr. Moopy: I think it is a good deal better to divide 
the ground. If a minister does all the praying and 
preaching and singing, the church will do all the sleep- 
ing. 

Question: What would you do with the brother who 
prays the same prayer over and over again? 

Mr. Moopy: I should see him privately and talk with 
him about his own soul, because very often you find. 
these men are out of communion with God, and are just 
keeping up the forms. 

Question: If you tell a man to be short and he don’t 
obey, what then? 

Mr. Moopy: I would have a bell. 

Question: Suppose you drive him away by that method, 
what then? 

Mr. Moopy: Let him go. Five men will come and 
take his place. 

Question: Would you stop a man’s prayer by a bell? 

Mr. Moopy: If a man’s prayer don’t seem to go 
higher than his head, I should not hesitate to ring him 
down, 

Question: If a man prays in every prayer-meeting, 
and there is a general doubt about his standing, what 
then? 

Mr Moopy: I would go and labor with him, and if 
I thought he was wrong, I would tell him so. I think 
we make a great mistake that we don’t go to men and 
just tell them their trouble. 

Question: Suppose a prosy speaker is an old minister 
who always takes part, what would you do? 

Mr. Moopy: I would deal with him as I would with 
any one else, I would not allow any man to ruin the 
meeting. 

THE SECOND SESSION, 


At three o’clock the sudience room was full, and the 
interest was intense. “Inquiry-meetings: how can they 
become part of the service in our churches,” was the 
first topic considered. This subject was discussed by 
various clergymen in short addresses, the questioning 
and answering being omitted. The Rev. Dr. Fish, of 
Newark, N. J., spoke of the usefulness and practicability 
of the inquiry-meeting, and gave the following sugges- 
tive incident: “One Sunday night I was saying from my 
pulpit that hand picked fruit was the best kind of fruit; 
that the orchardman does not pick up the fruit that falls 
on the ground and put it away to keep late in the season, 
but he gets the fruit that is picked one by one, apple by 
apple, from the bough carefully, and puts it away to 
keep. I said hand-picked fruit is what we want. An 
old woman who had been going to my church a great 
while, whea she heard this began towork. The next 
night she brought her husband to the meeting. He said: 
‘For twenty years I have not darkened the door of a 
church of God, but my wife has been teasing me so much 
all day to come here to-night, I had to come.’ ‘ Yes,’ 
the old woman said, ‘I thought I would try and do some 
of the work you told us about last night. My husband 
was the nearest to me, and I thought I would begin at 
home and pick him,’” 

The Rey. Dr. Booth, of New York, next spoke. He 
said: “ How shall we put the inquiry-meeting on top of 
the Sabbath services? One night I had charge of the 
after-meeting here, and just beforehand Brother Sankey 
said to me, ‘ After they have entered do you draw the 
net.’ It was the first time I had heard it, and I deter- 
mined I would. I said, one Sabbath morning, after 
preaching on the text, ‘Come, for all things are now 





ready.’ This sermon presupposes and involves an in- 
vitation now and here. I[t does not imply that you are 
to go away after the sermon and spend two or three 
hours og rg to the influence of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, but then and there to give them an oppor- 
tunity of accepting Christ. Such a thing as an inquiry- 
meeting had never taken place under my sober ministry 
in my staid church, but I resolved to do it; and ten 
people came in that very first night and accepted Christ, 
and one of the ten was a dear young man whom I had 
been yearning after for years. The inquiry-meeting is 
according to the plan of the gospel as a proclamation. 
The difficulty is that all sermons are not intended to 
mount up to that climax, If our sermons are mere ora- 
tions and theories of Christianity, such an invitation is 
incongruous and absurd; but when the sermon says, 
‘Come’ from beginning to end, when it is appended to 
the cross, when it is bleeding with tears and sobs all 
the way through, then we can say, ‘Come.’ Suppose 
only ten come? There will be fifty who will go away 
and come the next night, probably. Look at this assembly. 
Here is a simple gospel preached to sinners, not as a 
demonstration, not as a plea against infidelity, but as a 
proclamation ; and it has held New York for a month, 
and I believe if it could go on for six months more we 
could almost disband our police force.” 

Oharles Dickens eight years ago went into the Victoria 
Theatre, in the East End of London. He sat looking 
in at the door, and an English clergyman was preaching, 
telling the story of converting a philosopher. It was 
such an audience as would gather at the Five Points 
here in New York. Mr. Dickens, whose heart grew 
tenderer as he drew nearer to the grave, looked in and 
said: “ Looking in at the door out of the mire and dust 
of my way of life, I hear the story of your saved philoso- 
pher ; but,” said he, ““‘when a man goes to London that 
will take the story of the dying thief on the cross, whom 
Jesus forgave, and preach that in London, it will be a 
sight to see.” Well, New York has seen it; it is here. 

Mr. Moody then made the following suggestions: If 
the ministers would encourage their members to be 
scattered among the audience, to never mind their pew 
but sit back by the door if need be, or in the gallery, 
where they can watch the faces of the audience, it would 
be a good thing. In Scotland I met a man who, with 
his wife, would go and sit among them, as they said, to 
watch for souls. When they saw any one who seemed 
impressed they would go to him after the meeting and 
talk with him. Nearly all the conversions in that church 
during the last fifteen months had been made through 
that influence. Now, if we could only have from thirty 
to fifty members of the church whose business it is just 
to watch, and you laymen and laywomen to afterward 
clinch them in. The best way in our regular churches 
is to let the workers all help pull the netin. You will 
get a good many fishes; it won’t be aow and then one, 
but scores and scores. Now, a stranger coming into a 
church likes to have some one to speak tohim. He 
does not feel insulted at all A young man coming to 
New York a stranger and going to church, if some one 
asks him to go into the inquiry-room it makes him happy 
and cheers him. Two young men came into our inquiry- 
room here the other night, and after a convert had 
talked with them, and showed them the way, the light 
broke in upon them. They were asked, “ Where do you 
go to church?” They gave the name of the church 
where they had been going. Said one, ‘I advise you to 
go and see the minister of that church.” They said, 
“We don’t want to go there any more; we have gone 
there for six years and no one has spoken to us.” I do 
not see how men can preach without inquiry-meetings. 
I like to see the converts. One minister in Scotland 
said he did not believe in disturbing the impression. If 
he had made an impression he did not want any one to 
say anything. He said, “After you sow the seed you 
don’t want to go and dig it up to see whether it has 
sprouted.” But I told him, “The farmers all harrow it 
in after it is sowed.” 

“The training of young converts and lay teachers,” 
was, for this seasion, 

THE SECOND TOPIC, 


The Rev. Dr. Tyng, Jr., first spoke upon this point. 
In urging the utmost care of young converts, he said: 
* People constantly say, ‘Do you think the converts in 
this revival are going to stick?’ That will depend upon 
the faithfulness of the church, and in the failure of very 
many of them the Holy Ghost bears the rebuke of our 
own laziness. In reference to this training, it seems to 
me there are three distinct departments: In the word, 
in the worship, and in the work of the church. Some 
of the converts come into our churches from skeptical 
life, ignorant even of the succession of the books of the 











Bible. Most ef the Bible is to them an unknown terri- 
tory, and we need to train our young converts in the 
text of the word. 

“T would limit them to testimony in speaking before 
the church. I do not believe in experience-meetings 
for young converts. When we are confessing Christ we 
are safe, but when we are professing religion we are on 
dangerous grounds. When some one asked Bishop 
Griswold of Richmond, ‘ Bishop, have you much hu- 
mility ?’ he said, ‘ None to speak of.’ Most people have 
too much to speak of. 

“The church is a body of workers, and not a body to 
be worked upon. Everybody is thinking nowadays, 
‘Why does not the pastor take care of me? I am a 
wandering sheep, and ought to be looked after.’ But 
the pastor has not, in this relation, the analogy of the 
shepherd to the fold. The church ought to be a body of 
workers. The young convert ought to be trained in his 
place as a worker, and the pastor is the leader of the 
work. He isthe general. He is to do what this man 
has been doing here for six weeks past, ‘ bossing’ every- 
body, directing everybody in the way in which he is to 
do his work.” 

The Rey. Dr. Deems, of New York, followed in a pre- 
sentation of the fundamental ideas of this training 
work. He considered it the legitimate outworking of 
the Reformation, by which the exclusiveness of the clergy 
was checked, and the usefulness of the individual be- 
liever was brought into triumphant prominence. Let 
this good work go on till every Christian becomes what 
he should be, a skilled soldier in “the sacramental hosts” 
of God. 

The Rev. Dr. Plumer, of South Carolina, followed, 
urging that young converts be carefully trained in the 
Bible, and suggesting that they be encouraged, (1) To 
use English versions; (2) To use Reference Bibles con- 
stantly; (3) To read the Bible over and over. In en- 
forcing this last point he spoke of an aged friend of his 
who read it through ninety-eight times and who never 
sang the hymn, “’ Tis a point I long to know.” He did 
know, and rejoiced in what he knew, as do they who 
know God in his word. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


T the Union Meeting of Sunday-school teachers for 
Lesson Study, held each Thursday evening in Roch- 
ester, N. Y., the average attendance is over four hundred. 
—The Methodist Episcopal Church reports at its va- 
rious missionary stations abroad 436 Sunday-schools, 
with an aggregate of 32,165 scholars. 273 of these 
schools are in Germany and Switzerland, 103 in Sweden, 
and 59 in India. 

—Our correspondent in Secunderabad, India, tells this 
story of progress : “On an arc of six square miles when 
I came here, in December, 1874, there were some twenty 
children, all told, receiving Sabbath-school instruction. 
Now there are six Sabbath-schools, of which three are 
under my supervision, aggregating about 300. This is 
amongst the English alone. And now we are planning 
for a campaign among the natives. So you see we are 
not idle. We are contemplating the matter of providing 
a Sunday-school literature which is sadly needed, and 
expect the Lord will guide us.” 





—At a Sunday-school convention in India, held at 
Allahabad, January 19, arrangements were made for 
the publication of a Sunday-school monthly magazine, 
to be called The Indian Sunday School Journal, It is 
in English. Its editor is the Rev. B. H. Badley, of 
Gonda. In a private letter, he says: “The Sunday- 
school cause is coming rapidly to the front in India. A 
grand impetus was given at the late convention, and 
we expect to chronicle great successes during the year. 
The organization of the Sunday School Union marks 
a step in advance. The work is delightful, and we thank 
God for the privilege of being co-workers withhim.” 


—Missionary Lewis, of the American Sunday School 
Union, reviewing his work in Minnesota, which covers 
years, finds that of all the Sunday-schools planted by 
him about 200 are self-sustaining, and churches have 
grown out of them; about 160 are partially self-sus- 
taining, while an equal number must. still look to the 
Union for aid, From March to November, 1875, he or- 
ganized 44 new Sunday-schools, having 242 teachers and 
1,549 scholars; of the teachers about half were con- 
verted during the year. Since the organization of the 
schools the number of their scholars has been increased 
to 2,000 He also visited and aided 62 older schools ; 
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visited $71 families ; by 104 addresses and 
other efforts reached about 4000 persons. 
About 280, old and young, in connection 
with the schools, during the year com- 
menced a new life in Christ. 


—A feature of special interest in the 
Sunday-school of the Park Congregational 
Church, Norwich, Conn., is a class of deaf- 
mutes taught by Mr. Henry V. Edmond, 
This class numbers fourteen. The super- 
intendent says of it: “If no one else ap- 
preciates the Sunday-school they certainly 
do. It is to them one of the happiest 
hours in the week, and they are so appre- 
ciative of all that is done for their welfare 
that it is a real pleasure to be of any 
service to them. One of the happiest 
results of their instruction is the fact that 
six of the class have joined our church 
(five on profession of their faith) since 
the class was formed, a little more than a 
year ago. Atachurch meeting previously 
held, a letter was read from them, which 
was complete and satisfactory as a state- 
ment of their Christian faith and experi- 
ence, and withal full of pathos in its 
allusion to their peculiar misfortune.” 


—The anniversary celebration of the 
Brooklyn Sunday-school Union, with the 
parade of the schools, have long been 
known as among the most extensive and 
noteworthy Sunday-school gatherings in 
the country. It is proposed this year “to 
get up something unusually grand and 
imposing” for the anniversary on May 24; 
something ; as the managers express it, 
“on a scale in keeping with the repu- 
tation of our beloved Sunday-school 
Union, the largest, most compact and 
thoroughly united of all the Sunday- 
school organization upon this continent.” 
The plan includes a refreshment tent for 
each school, and large shelter tents to 
accommodate the schools in case of a sud- 
den shower. The grounds are to be deco- 
rated with flags and banners. Bands of 
music will play anniversary tunes and 
national airs. ‘Swings, croquet and ball 
grounds, and facilities for other suitable 
games” are to be provided. A. J. G. 
Hodenpyl, 170 Broadway, New York, is 
chairman of the anniversary committee 
having in charge these arrangements. 





— Hold the Fort” is one of ten hymns 
from the Moody and Sankey collection 
brought out at Shanghai in the Chinese 
language, 

—A deaf and dumb Christian worker 
has applied to the London Methodist 
Missionary Society to be sent to Japan to 
preach the good news of him who “ maketh 
both the deaf to hear and the dumb to 
speak.” So says the London Christian, 


—Mr. E. D. Young, in charge of the 
Livingstone Mission to the Lake Nyassa 
region, writes hopefully to the London 
Times, concerning his field and work. He 
Bays : 


I don’t know of a single complaint or hitch 
of any sort with any of the party. Whether 
or not I have done my best for the party and 
the Mission in general, I trust the committee 
will approve what has been done. But, 
under God’s blessing, I look for greater 
things yet—that is, to see the longing desire 
of my heart accomplished—the ending of 
the cursed slave-trade in this region. I write 
this letter in great haste, and send it down 
by a faithful negro who was formerly in my 
service, and who has promised to take it 400 
miles, even on foot, to Masaro, on the Zam- 
besi, for me. Let not the people of Scotland 
call them savages. No; they are good, kind, 
honest people, loving the very name of the 
English, and only desirous of being taught. 
Surely this is the country for missions? 
Here we are on a great and fine inland sea, 
with 700 miles of coast, which you can get to 
from the sea cdast in three weeks, now that 
communication is established. On the Lower 
Shire there are thousands and thousands of 
natives imploring the English tocometothem. 
So there is no risk of hostilities from them. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A couaH, cold, or sore throat, requires 
immediate attention, as neglect oftentimes 
results in some incurable lung disease. 
“Brown's Bronchial Troches” will almost 
invariably give relief. 





THE miniature Centennial Bell, adver- 
tised below, is a very pretty little thing, 
and is likely to meet with a rapid sale 
by agents. The party is reliable, and 
offers good inducements to those who wish 
to make a trial. 


The Christian Giver says Sacred Geogra- 
phy and Antiquities, by the American Tract 
Scciety, New York, is a handy help for 
teachers and older scholars in preparing 
the weekly lessons, and makes available 
to the ordinary reader much not other- 
wise accessible. Send to Depository, No. 
1512 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. $2 25; 
postage 82c. Booksellers have it, 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 

TOTHE CONSUMPTIV E. —Wilbor’ 'sCom ound. of Cod 
Liver Oil and Lime, without ng the very 
nauseating flavor of the article as heretofore used, 
is endowed by the phosphate of lime with a heal- 
ing peoperty, which renders the oil doubly effica- 
cious markable testimonials of its efficacy can 
be Sy ap to those who desire to see them. For 
sale by. A. B. Wilbor, Chemist, Boston. 


AGEN TS WAN’ rED. 


Tl Is 


| AGENTS WANTED 


Toseil a miniature fac-simile of the 


QLD STATE HOUSE BELL 


(size of this cut) which rang out 
July 4, 1776, proclaiming “ Liberty 
throughout all the land to all the 
inhabitants thereof,” and thus an- 
nounced the birth of a nation, 
whose wth, during the past century, has out- 
stripped th that of all the nations of the earth. 

a can make good wages in selling this 
article as a souvenir, to be worn as a charm, 

by leaies and gentlemen. Price witain the reach 

all. Fiwe will — sent, per mail, for #1. as 

samples to those who wish to act as ‘agents, + thon 
giving an opportunity to test its sale. 

Active agents wanted all over the United _ 
Liberal arrangements will be made with such. 


AZRO GOFF, Manufacturer, 
2219 Bainbridge Street, Philadelphia. 












FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE. CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


LIB RAY’S REGISTER 

— enable you to save 
time, labor and loss of many books, as numerous 
testimonials show. 

Asa Snyder, importer of irons, Richmond, Va.: 
“The Sunday-school of which I am superintend- 
ent still uses your Check System; it has ymet our 
wants better than any plan we have tried.’ 

Rev. Henry 8. Getz, rector of Trinity Church, 
Warren, Pa.: “I have had a copy of the Check 
System Library Register in use in my oe 4 
school bere for nearly six years, and can hearti 
recommend the System as by far the best that I 
have ever seen.’ Send tor our new circular. 


4 ARRIGUES BROS., Philadelphia, Pa. 


“*Tast what i Want.” 
A ENT OF PRESIDENTS; LIVES AND 
PORTRAITS of all the Presidents 
from WASHAING'TO® to GetA N*, to which is 


added the Constitution of the United States, with 
all the amendments. 72 pp.; beautifully nnied on 


toned pense: the portraits accurate and finely en- 
grave 


Price only 25 cents. Sent by mail. 
Tk. & ARLHUA & BON. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


F nt I will send my quar- 
oF §. terly for 1876, and a 
age each of Sugar Trou, n Gourd, 
|. Head Lettus, and Winning- 
stadt Cabbage seed. The Gourds 
= row by the acre to hold from 3 tos 
gallons each. The cut shows their form. We use 
them for Lard Cans, Egg, Salt, Soap dishes, etc. 
Address, Wwilbo DO F. BROWN, 
Box 39, Oxford, Ohio. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 





A.S. BARNES & CO. 


PUBLISH 
I. 


Lyman Abbott on the Acts. 


A popular illustrated commentary to accompany 
the current series of Sabbath-school lessons. So 
many effective aids for the study and illustration 
of the Scriptures have never before been offered 
within such moderate compass, 264 pages, 8vo, 
cloth, beveled. $1.75. 


Dale on the Atonement. 


A cheaper edition of this new and highly indorsed 
work. Price, $2.50, postpaid. 


The Advisory Council of 1876. 


Official Stenographic Report of the Proceedings 
and Result of the Council recently convened at 
Plymouth Church. 1 vol., 8vo. Price, cloth, $2; 
paper, $1.25, postpaid. 

Iv. 


Dr. R. S. Storrs on the Council. 


The Address on CONGREGATIONALISM, delivered in 
Pilgrim Church, Brooklyn, March 12, 1876. From 
the original MSS. 8vo, paper, 20 cents. Sent, 
postpaid, to any address on receipt of price. 


President Fintey’s Autobiography, 


“The most fascinating religious biography I ever 
read.”—Rev. Lyman Abbott. “ What a flery John 
the Baptist he was!’’—Rev. R. S. Storrs, D.D. “A 
wonderful volume it truly is.”—Rev. T. L. Cuyler, 
D.D. ‘The reading of this book has stirred our 
blood.”’—Rev. T. Dewitt Talmage. Price, $2, post- 
paid. Half calf, $3.50. 


111 and 113 William &t., New York. 
113 and 115 State St., Chicago, 


TO CHRISTIAN LABORERS. 


Pastors, Superintendents, Sunday-school Teach- 
ers, Young Men’s Christian Associations, and all 
earnest workers, are invited to this list of invalua- 
ble helps, by 

ANNA SHIPTON. 
Asked of God. Secret of the Lord. 
Wayside Service. Watch Tower. 
Cottage on the Rock. Following Fully. 
Waiting Hours. Promise and the Promiser. 
Price, per vol.: Cloth, 75c.; Ill. Paper Covers, 25c. 


By REV. W. E. BOARDMAN. 
Higher Christian Life. | He that Overcometh. 
Cloth, $1.20 each; Stiff Cover, $1 0) each, 
Answers to Prayer; or, Dorothea Trudell. Cloth, 
$1.00; Tl. Paper Cover, 50c. 
Blood of Jesus. Cloth, 40c.; Il. Paper Cover, 20c. 
-Mailed, prep@id, on receipt of price. 


THE WANDERER’S RETURN. 
By Rev. W. M. CRAFTS. 

This new Service and Exercise, Scriptural and 
Musical, with its pledge, is adapted to Reform 
Clubs, Sunday- schools, Churches, and all Temper- 
ance Societies. Sample mailed for 3 cents, 100 
copies mailed, postpaid, for $1.00. 


TWO NEW 
CENTENNIAL S. §. LIBRARIES. 


No.1. 50 vols., ]8mo., uniformly bound, well il- 
lustrated, good paper. Sold only in sets, and in a 
neat case. Reduced from $26.30 to $16.00, net. 

No. 2. 50 vols., 16mo., tastefully bound, lively in 
style. good paper, folly illustrated. Many of the 
Soaks $1.00, $1.25, and $1.50 each, retail. In neat 
wooden case. Reduced from $51.76 to $26 00, net. 
Sold only in sets. Rare bargains. Forwarded at 
~~ nse of parties ordering. 

Full catalogues mailed on application. Send for 
list of 150 Sunday-school Concert Exercises. 


HENRY ‘HOYT, 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


ATTRACTIVE BOOKS 
By Mrs. E. E. BOYD. 
LILY’S LOOKING-GLASSES. 50 cts. 
THE LITTLE SLATE-PICKER. 60 cts. 
MARY MORNE AND HER FRIEND. 75 cts. 
JACK BRYSON, 90. cts. 
FARMER BURT’S SEED. A truestory. 90 cts, 
PAUL LORING; or, MOUNTING THE LADDER, 90c. 
STONES AND DIAMONDS, $1.25. 
THE LITTLE YELLOW-JACKET SERIES. In 
five vols. $3.75, comprising 
Two LITTLE YELLOW-J ACKETS, ONCE UPON A TIME, 
Big Dots AND LITTLE Dots, THE P. D. 8., 
THE (OBBLER AND HIS ROSE, 
THE CHILDREN’S SPEAKER AND ANNIVER- 
BARY GEM. 65 cis, 


Any of the above volumes sent by mail, postpaid. 
on receipt of the price. 


There is a purity, simplicity*and directness, as 
weil as beauty about the style of this author, which 
make her books highly attractive to the young. 

ALFRED MAKRTLILEN, Pubiisher, 


a South Seveuth Street. Philadelphia. 








DODLY PEARL 


FOR THE 
S4BRATH-SCHOOL, 








vperintendents should examine this 

beautiful hymn-book before mak 
ing arelectiin., Send for a specimen 
copy, 35 cents. ¥% aid per 100. 


J OHN a * HOOD, 
Publisher, 608 A.ch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





9 CENTS EACH. 


The low price of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly 
(20c. a year) makes 
each number cost but 
five cents. Now is a 
good time to supply 
schools or classes. Sub- 
scribe for one year or 
three months. See 
special advertisement 
elsewhere. 


GARD an SEEDS, Ete. 





1876. 


Contains descriptive and ce list of Yoomanie, 

Flower and Grass Piagts Bulbs, Novelties, 

and every GARDEN REQUISITE, Bes, utifull il- 
Send two three cent ay - 

HENRY A. DREER. 714 Chestnut St., Phila elph a. 


Fine ever-blooming and 

other roses sent safely 

by —_ pes d every: 
where, and their safe arrival . 6 for i: 
14 for $2, 30 for $4 srehasery ” choice of 
nearly 600 varieties of roses and other as 
carefully labeled. Fine premium rose wi 
package, when ten cents is added. Catal rs, 
West Grove, Chester Co., 


Address, JOSEPH T. PHILLI 
BEAUTIFUL Sa 


ROSES 


ya ro = . ot pe 


4 $2.0 00, MT io * $8.00, 
Nath 00. For 10 cents each, 
ditional, one Mognticen Premium Rose to alee 
dollar's worth ordered. Send tor our new GUID! 
TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose from over 300 
finest sorts. We are the largest Rose-Growere in 
America, and allow purchasers to make ther own 
selections. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Address THE 
DINGEE & CONARD CO., Rose Growers, West Grove. 
Chester Co. Pa. 


1876 


DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR, 











" MISCELLANEOUS: 


5 Address Cc * 3 for 15e. Paper and list of all styles 
with oider. G B, Uliman, Winter St., Boston, Mass. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1887. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Kotary ep sade for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories , Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, ete. “Pally Worranted. 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free 
Vanduzen & TIR, 102 & 104 E. Second St., bican 











The highest : wade of werttas 
the lowest price always given, 
Over 800 in use. 
Establislied in 1829. 
a Cireulars and 
rs cations cheerfully fur- 
——— hed, Add ess 


ERG, 6. = & HASTINGS. Boston.U. SA. 








Have ott their etr Rinekoa on the wag seme eo Hall, 

and Shoe and Leather Buildings, on the Centen- 

nial Grounds. It gives emtire satisfaction to 

the commissioners. Send for samples and circulars. 
ENN KUOFING «&Y.,, 

107 8. Second S6.. Phiiadelp»ia, Pra, 


; $5.00 Tro $10.00 A DAY 
made at home, by male or fe- 
male ents, in <3 the IN- 
FALLIBLE FIL mS, for 
Eindling Wood or Coal pus wibeas shav- 
ings or paper. Tweuty fires made at the 
cost of onecent. Nothing so good for ex- 
terminating worms or caterpillars -¥— 
fruit trees. Forty diplomas award 
State and Counties. Sole control ota db 
or county to one agent. Somoler mailed 
for 50cents. Address R. P. SMITH, Cor. 
Bim and Pear! Streets, New baad, ind. 


J. &R. LAMB.59. CARMINE ST. h.f 
Puipits CHAIRS COMMUNION Tabies 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 


Silk S. S. Banners in colors & gold, $5. 
Catalogues, 350 Illus., post-free, 16 cts, 


10 PER CENT. NET. 
Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Gua:- 
aniweed ba & a to co one-third of the 
value ascertain: y personal inspection. In many 
ears’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
nterest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 


INFALEIBLE 


FIRE KINDLER 
















customer of ours ever waited a day for inte _ 
even during the hardest time that Kansas is 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now for certain. oon 


culars. References in every State in the ¢Sesma. 
J. B. WATKINS 4 CO., sane, Sa 
A@- Collections throughout the Wc3t a specialty, 
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__THE SCROLARW QUARTERLY. 
Lb GOSts 
but five cents for each 
scholar, to supply 
schools or classes with 
The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for three 
months. The Second 
Quarter contains the 
lessons for April, May 
and June. ‘Try it. See 
full advertisement 

elsewhere. 


NKW PUBLICATIONS. 
NEW PUBLICATrIOND. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LIBRARY BOOKS. 


THE BEST ASSORTMENT 
WELL SELECTED, 


and appreved as Suitable for Sunday- 
schools. 





The cream of the issues of various publishers, 
offered on the very best terms, at the rooms of the 


BIBLE AND PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 


No. 76 East Ninth st., N. Y. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, Dep’y. 
&@ Send for Catalogues. “Gt 


IN EW 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 





OKACON GIBENS’ ENEMY. A Capital Tem- 
peranee Story. By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. I6mo. 
’rice $1.25. 

WeoRD PICTURES. Six Books in a Box. 
$3.10. 

41OR DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 
John Knox. Price 60 cents. 

Mt WARNER’s HULSERHOLD. Price 55 
cents, 

THK DAWN OF LIGHY. A Story of the 
Zenana Mission. Price 65 cents. 

THE PEDDOLER OF LA GRANGE. By 
Martha Farquharson. Price 55 cents. 


Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


BOOK 
DpxXOHANGE 
MONTELY, 


25 CENTS a ees. New, old, rare, curious, valu- 
able and cheap books supplied and wanted. 
rxe , 8old or loaned to all parts of the United 
states. American Book Exchange, 109 Ful- 
ton Street, New York. P. O. Box, . JOHN B. 
ALDEN, Manager. 

A COURSE OF READING for Sunday- 
school Teachers has lately been issued by the 
Pennsylvania Sabbath-school Association, and ear- 
hestly recommended to all teachers as very help- 
ful. Among the volumes recommended is a very 
valuable one, entitled THE BIBLE HAND. 
BOOK, by Dr. Angus, published in Philadelphia, 
by Alfred Martien, and sent by mail, post- 
paid, for $8. ‘ 


1B ARI S RAYS REGISTER 
will enable you to save 
time, labor, and loss of many books, as numerous 
testimonials show. 

“ We are using in our Sabbath-school with great 
satisfaction the Check -ystem Library Register. It 
is so superior in eve:y way to all records we have 
introduced that we desi‘e no further change,”— 
Jonn L, Dubois, Attorney-at- Law, lL oylestown, Pa, 

“Thave seen no mode of deivering Sabvath- 
schoo: Library books for which I would exchange 
Oe Check System,”"—D. A. Waldron, Banker, Provi- 
cence, 





Seud for our new circular 


R. I. 
GARRIGUES Buos., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SMALL FRUIT. 








YINSTRUCTOR. 


A Wor ©! pages, Chat tells how to grow fruits in abuodance fo 
home use or market, having drawings to illustrate, ete., ete. 
1 we, 85 cents, post paid. Our ruit Recorder and Cot- 
kage Ca ener isa monthly paper, devoted to fruit grow- 
ng, truck raising and home's adornment, at $1.00 per year act 
liberal terms to club agents of any paper in this country. A 

men copy as well as our wholesale and retail price list of 
ts and trees Pres to applicant \ddress A.M. PURDY & CO., 
WN, ¥, or PURDY & DOBLAND, South Bend, Indians. 












PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





ee 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 ” =.» 1,90 = 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 “* 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 

(Which includes 15 conte for postage.) 


A 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
& year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made to aclub at club rates 
only during the month in which it is formed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE TIMEs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed on 
the yellow address labet of each paper or package of 
papers, it will be necessary for all subscribers lo renew 
promplly by the time thus designated or their paper wil 
be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER § .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Timgs, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Papen, for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the PaPER accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PAPERS go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMES, 


Orders for this PAPER can be filled, only when com- 


ing direct from superintendents or pastors who are sub 
seribers of THE TIMES, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF, 
100 Copies, one month, . . $ 60 
100 * one year, - ~ 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





THE SCHOLARY QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - $ 5.00 
100° ome year, - - += = 20.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 





to an inch), for each insertion, 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), - 50 Cts. 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 
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a@-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 
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Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New Yor«k Orrics is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y. 


M,C, A. Building. 
ae B P. Waive, Agent, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


HIS LOVE WILL CARRY ME. 
{From the Golden Hour.) 
oS from my gaze earth’s life is 

fading fast, 
Yet from the gathering darkness doth arise 
A land, in solemn beauty unsurpassed, 
Opening before mine eyes. 





I see the goodly city clearer grow, 
With jasper walls and pear! gates opening 
wide; 
Lo! from its towers a heavenly strain doth 
flow, 
And over me doth glide. 


There dwell the saints of old, who yearned to 


see 
Those tearless mansions! and through fiery 
flame 
Have passed triumphant, bearing willingly 
The cross for his dear name. 


And other blessed sights I see, too fair 
For mortal tongue to say: the voice grows 


cold, 
And vainly tries those glories to declare, 
Which now to me unfold! 


But fairest, brightest to mine eye doth rise 
The Lamb once slain, in glorious beauty 
crowned ; 
Wiping away the tears from weeping eyes, 
Healing his people’s wound. 


There, 0 beloved ones, my place shall be, 
Close by his side, in deepest love to sweep 
My golden harp-strings throvgh eternity 
In songs so full and deep! 


Say, would ve wish me back again from this 
All-blessed life; nay, let your tears cease ; 
He calleth me at last to rest and bliss, 
Let me depart in peace. 


THE TRAINING OF CONVERTS. 
{From The Watchman.] 


T is already evident that the season now 
passing is to be distinguished for nu- 
merous and powerful revivals of religion. 
Many thousands are rejoicing in the new- 
born hope of eternal life; and the work 
is extendirg on every hand. What is to 
become of the converts? Are they to 
lead cold and formal lives, doing little for 
the extension of the Master’s kingdom? 
Or are they to be burning and shining 
lights in the world? That depends largely 
under God, upon the training they receive 
in the churches with which they unite. 

It is charged often that those who are 
converted in revivals are apt to fall away 
after a little time. We believe that the 
larg» part of such declensions are owing 
to the neglect of convert-training, and not 
to any iaherent defect in the work of con- 
version. The new Christian is not per- 
fect. Heisa babe, and must be taught 
to walk, to run, to stand in battle, to con- 
tend with veteran foes. He has life from 
God; but it is committed, to a certain 
extent, to human influences. There are 
almost infinite possibilities of service in 
his soul, but they are as yet concealed. 
It is a true saying, though it has its ex- 
ceptions, that his first six months deter- 
mine the character of his remaining years. 

There are too many churches which 
deem the work fisished when they have 
gathered in the results of a revival, In 
truth, it is but begun. The mother has 

ears of toil before her when her babe is 
aid in her arms for the first. And with 
every new child of God we may hear this 
voice saying, “Lo, 1 commit this frail 
being to thy care; train it for me; I will 
reqaire it at thy hands.” 

Have we considered sufficiently the fact 
that nearly all the epistles, which consti- 
tnte by far the larger part of the New 
T. stament, had for their primary object 
the training of young converts? It is true 
that those to whom the apostles addressed 
these letters were in greater ignorance 
than are those whom we baptize. Yet, 
on the other hand, all pastors are struck 
with the amazing misapprehensions of the 
cvew Christian, even though he may have 
been educated assiduously by pious pa- 
rents and devoted Sabbath-school teach- 
ers, He needs to be fed on milk. He 
must be taught again the most simple 
truths; for though he once learned them 
in theory, they must be interpreted now 
hy his experience. And in the almost 
paicful attention which boly men of old, 
guided by the spirit of inspiration, paid 
t the development of those who had be- 
come disciples but recently, we may read 
our own duty. 

We are persuaded that many enter upon 
the task of educating converts without 
considering, as they ought, the wide scope 
which their labors should take. First, the 





scholar must be taught a correct doctrinal 
system, as the basis of allelse. Next, he 
must be led to such trust and Jove of the 
heart as shall transform the foundation 
truths of our religion into fragrant and 
grateful blossoms. Third, he must be 
trained in such Christian work as shall 
bring the flowers of the heart into the ripe 
fruitage of the life; he must be taught to 
speak, to pray, to give, to be watchful of 
others, to toil for souls. If we confine our 
efforts to any one of these departments we 
shall produce in him a partial excellence, 
such as always suggests incompleteness 
and weakness, 

We shall not speak at length of the 
practical methods to be employed. It is of 
chief importance that our readers be im- 
pressed with the imperative necessity of 
the work; if it burden their hearts, they 
will find means of performing it. We have 
but a single hint to offer in conclusion. 

There can be no proper development of 
the new: born soul where the church which 
it enters is cold and formal. The nursery 
is made warm for the babe, else it would 
die; and it is equally important that the 
yung Christian breathe an atmosphere of 
religious fervor. 





ADDRESS OF FUNG AFFOO.* 


Ws I was kindly invited by the 

Secretary of this Society to make 
a short address here to-night I ‘did not 
feel like consenting ; but the name of this 
society is so precious in my ear, it com- 
pelled me to find words to express its pre- 
ciousness. I said the name of this society 
is precious, because it is a Bib/e society. 
It Se taken*the most glorious work in ita 
hand to perform, for the sake of him who 
died for the sins of the world, and for the 
berefit of all mankind. It manufactures 
Bibles and sends them out to all nations, 
printed in different languages, in order 
that the word of God mav be easily read 
and understood by all. This great book, 
the Bible, bears the truth of God, who 
created heaven and earth, and the testi- 
mouy that he sent his beloved Son to the 
world to die for the remission of our sips, 
and that man shall be cleansed by his 
precious blood. Any family or nation 
that has not this Book of Truth for daily 
instructions is without comfort and with- 
out guide. 

It cannot be denied that those countries 
which have the Bible as their instructor 
are happier, more prosperous, and better 
civ We do know the histories of 
those nations that years ago had no Bible, 
or denied the Bible, how miserably they 
were existing ; their consciences were go- 
verned by gee gee and they were 
inclined to fall and give way to eternal 
darkness, but were saved by the sword of 
the Spirit of God. When they did receive 
the Bible, and walked by 3 command, 
how everything was brightened up by this 
great light. God gives them strength to 
rise, and at the same time he wants to 
show this light to those who are still living 
in the dark. He has opened to these na- 
tions a fountain of living and healing 
waters, whose in fiuence shall ever continue 
and increase. Ic gives joy to the Chris- 
tian’s heart and encouragement to all who 
help send forth this book of books, to see 
the heathen nations aow demanding more 
and more the bread of life—the B ble. It 
signifies that they want to be taught the 
word of God; they begin to see where 
the light comes from. They open their 
eyes with wonder and think within them- 
selves why they have lived so long in 
darkness while that great light has been 
shining on every side of them. They 
begin vo realize that they must cling to 
the Bible, lest they sink deeper and deeper 
into the dark waiters. God be thanked 
that they do realize this great danger. 

Now, I want to say a few words about 
my own country concerning the word of 
God. China is now much different from 
what it was some fifteen years #go, in re- 
gard to receiving the Holy Bible. The 
gospel of Carist has found its way through- 
out China. The seed sown long ago in 
that Jand is now springing up and bring- 
ing forth good fruit. I remember that 
when I was a little boy, and lived in 
Canton City, one day a missionary gave 
me a Bible, and told me to take it home 
to my father to read it for me. So I did. 
I went home and told my father that a 
f reigner gave me a book, and wanted 
him to read it for me; but he said, “I 
don’t want to read the Jesus book; we 
have our Confucius books.” He took it 
away from me, put it aside, and never 





*Delivered before the California Bible Society, 
in the Howard St.:M. E. Church, San Francisco, 
Reported in The Daily Alta, 
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read it; and he forbade me ever to take 
anv mcre books from the foreigners. 

But, dear friends, such a hard feeling 
of the eng of China against the Holy 
Bible has begun to melt away, just as 
when the hot sun shines upon the snow. 
Now, in China, whenever a Chinaman 
sees a Bible, he wants to read it in order 
to find out what it tells about, because he 
hears every day some of his countrymen 
talking about that Jesus, whose gospel trum- 
pet is sounding like thunder and awakens 
everybody there, and so large a number of 
them have become the believers of that 
“ foreigners’ God,”’ not only in one place, 
but in all parts of China. Aroused by 
such curiosity, he tries all he can to see 
into this matter, and when he has found 
out the truth of the “ foreigners’ God,” 
be himself soon becomes one of his be- 
lievers. Indeed, very many of my coun- 
trymen have become Christians in this 
way; and as soon as they are Christians, 
they make the Bible their special study, 
because they have never before studied so 
true a book as this, and because they want 
to tell their countrymen on what ground 
and why they become Christians, and in 
the hope that others may also be the fol- 
lowers of the Saviour of the world. They 
eannot refrain from telling others what a 
new and happy life they are leading. 
They feel and know that they have passed 
from darkness to light. “Oid things are 
passed away, and all things are become 
new.” On, this Holy Bible! How its 
light is beaming in that old and mysteri- 
ous land of China. God means that over 
four hundred million souls shall come to 
him fur the living water. He will give 
them the sword of the Spirit to conquer 
the devil that comes between him and 
man. I do believe that God uses this 
Bible Society as his instrument to accom- 
plish his great and wise p’ He will 
reward every one who puts a hand to do 
this good work. Every Bible sent out 
from the Bible Society may do much good 
for the Master. 

Now let me tell you how one of my 
countrymen became a Christian about two 
years ago, in this city. He used to work 
in a Chinese shoe-shop among several 
Chinese Christians. He was well edu- 
cated in his own language, and was weil 
versed in Confucius. He disliked those 
Christian Chinese, and often told them 
how undutiful and disrespectful they were 
both to their ancestors and their gods. 
He tried all he could to prevent others 
from being the followers of Christ. Those 
Christian Chinese were much troubled, 
and they tried to prevail over him by ar- 
gumeat, but their efforts failed, and they 
were beaten by him. He had the advan- 
tage over them because he was so well 
versed in Confucius. Finally they gave 
him the Bible, one in English, and one in 
Cainese, and asked him to read it and see 
whether it is better than Confucius or not. 
When he got the Bible to read for a few 
days he stopped talking against Chris- 
tianity. When about two weeks had 
passed he confessed to the Christian 
brethren that he had found some truth in 
the doctrine of Jesus, and then he seemed 
to take a | ros interest in speaking on the 
subject of Christianity. About a month 
passed, he told the Christian brethren that 
he would be an idolater no more, he felt 
God was telling him so. So he gave up 
idolatry at once and became a good Chris- 
tian, and joined the army to battle for 
Christ. A very short time after his con- 
version, there was a great argument 
between the Christian Chinese and the 
heathen Chinese in Oakland. The 
heathen side had many able speakers 
who had good knowledge in the dvc- 
triae of Coufucius, and nearly every time 
im argument, they gained the victory 
over the Christian‘Chinese. Then he was 
invited over to Oakiand—for he was just 
the man needed in that fight—when he 
went there and argued wiih them for two 
or three evenings, they, the heathens, knew 
that they were beaten by him and could 
not du any better, so all of them dispersed 
and never came there sgain to argue about 
Christiavity and Confucius, We thanked 
God for having him at that time, and at 
all times. V¥e believe that God sent him 
to us to settle that difficulty. Since that 
time many of those heathe..s came to hear 
the preaching of Christ, and afterward a 
number of them became Christians, Oh! 
Caristian friends, here we see the good 
resuit from the Bible, and here we see tie 
bigu that the name of Jesus shall prevail 
over all nations of the earth, and ‘‘all 
people shall acknowiedge him as their 
Saviour and their God,” 

The Lord will bless this Bible Scciety 
and its work. May he give 4 long life to 





the members of this society, that they may 
do good to his people, and when they get 
through laboring here, God will say to 
them, “ well done.” 





BEAUTIFY HOME. 
{From The Interior. | 


FTEN, and variously, has the poverty 
of wealth been impressed upon us, but 
never more emphatically than recently in 
& visit to a home where was everything that 
money, unaided by taste, could buy, and 
nothing upon which taste could look with 
comfort. There were rich carpets in lavish 
assortment of colors, velvet furniture in 
heavy and stately forms, square rooms with 
empty wal!s and high ceilings, handsome 
curtains hanging in straight, business lines, 
and a sense of splendid emptiness through- 
out the whole. On the other hand, we 
lately had occasion to ring the door-bell 
of an unpretending parsonage. There was 
nothing impressive or stately there. Money 
had not been plenty. But culture had guided 
its expenditure. The result was, a welcome 
shone in every room, a spirit of beauty 
pervaded the whole house, and the impres- 
sion given was that taste, not money, is the 
magician under whose wand the building, 
ealled a house, becomes a beautiful home. 
Tne carpets were ingrain, the curtains were 
only imitation, the furaiture was inexpen- 
sive, but the adornments, that spoke of a 
love of the beautiful, were lavish. On an 
easel, in a corner of the cozy parlor, were 
photographs and engravings of many rare 
paintings. Around the wall were no news- 
aper premium chromos, and no oil-daubs, 
ut fine line engravings of historic pic. 
tures. Oa little brackets were antique 
vases with flowers, gathered from the con- 
servatory, or grasses and ferns for winter 
decorations. There were statues of poets 
and graces There were panels of grasses 
and grains and lilies. Over the doorways 
Spanish mosses, gathered on a Southern 
tour, were fully festooned. Opening 
from the sitting-room was the conserva- 
tory. It did not cost much to build it. 
It would cost a good deal to buy it. There, 
among pots of plants and baskets and 
vines of various kinds, the sunlight fairly 
revels, There the hyacinthe was burden- 
ing the air with its delicate perfume, and 
the calla was just opening its queenly 
bloom to the light. There were books in 
every room. 

Tn the light of such a contrast we may 
learn that the beauty of home depends 
more on educated and refined taste, than 
upon mere wealth. If there is no artist 
in the house, it matters little that there is 
a large balance at the bank. There is 
ucually no better excuse for a barren home 
than ignorance or carelessness. A little 
mechanical skill can make brackets and 
shelves for the walls. A thoughtful walk 
in the woods can gather leaves and lichens 
and ferns for adorning the unpictured 
rooms. A trifle saved from daily expenses 
can now and again put a new book upon 
the table or shelf. An expense of from 
one to three dollars can convert the plain 
window into a conservatory, where the 
morning light will be tangled among the 
plavts that, though common, give a grace 
and refiaement which will give an im- 
press to all the house. There, too, five 
large panes of window: glass, arranged with 
a ilttle care over a zirc-lined box, will 
give opportunity toerect, among the plants, 
the home of the fairies, where they may 
hide among miniature rocks and caves, and 
shade themselves under fern leaves and 
the begonia’s silver protection. 

Among the choicest advantages of life 
in this century is tbe accexsability of fine 
art, Every house may have pictures. Per- 
haps they will only be the cheap pictures 
gathered from magazines and papers taste- 
tuily-arranged in a blank book, but they 
will have an educating and refining power. 
Perhaps they wiil be steel-plates, which 
it requires thoughtfulness, rather than 
money, to gather, and which, in a port- 
folio, on # centre-table, may beautify 
many an hour. Perhaps they will be 
copies of great works of art, which carry 
our thoughts back to classic days, and 
which, like the photographs of Angelo’s 
* Last Judgment,” are a study, and give a 
glory to any room upon whose wall they 


There is no end to the beautiful trans- 
fcrmations which taste and lovirg inge- 
nuity may make in the house Oaly one 
thing, then, is needed to recover the van- 
ished Eden—hesrts within in fellowship 


with God, and Christian communion with | 


each other, adding virtue to beauty, the 
loveliness of gentle and Christiike char- 
acter to the beauty of nature and art, 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS 





GIVE IT A TRIAL. 


When the best les- 
son help for a scholar 
costs but FIVE CENTS 
for three months, every 
school should be sup- 
plied. Send for the 


SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY 
containing lessons for 
April, May, and June. 
See special advertise- 
ment elsewhere. 


PERIODICALS. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 
THE LABOR OF LOVE. 


A Gospel Monthly, finely illustrated, is just the thin, 
for your schools. 18 cents a year, postage paid, 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one address. 


THE FOOD FOR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
very little fellows. 


cents per copy, postage paid, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
No date, fresh and nice, postage paid, $1.25 per 
hundred. 


The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numbers, no date, 50 cents per 100. 
Address the Publisher, 


EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Ills. 

















GROWN OF LiFe 


For Sunday Schools and Praise Meetings. 
By W. A. OGDEN, Author of the popular New Silver Song. 
Estimated over a HALF MILLLON CHILDREN sing- 
ing from this last, latest, and best S. S. Singing Book. 
Among its sweet melodies are those beautiful Hymns : 
JESUS OF NAZARETH, WHITER THAN SNOW, 
KNEELING AT THE THRESHOLD, &C. 
Now sung at the Praise and Prayer Meetings throughout the 
land. Nearly every specimen copy examined brings an order 
for a supply. $3.60 per dozen. Specimen copy, 35 cts. Speci- 
men pages free, 


WHITNEY’S MUSICAL GUEST. 











The People’s Favorite, 
$24 Worth Excellent Editorials, Sketches 
of Travels—Original Storie s— 
OF Choicest Music. Pages, Sheet Mu- 
MUSIC sic size, y $1.10 a year; 


For $1.10. a "Ke Isi¢ aa Premiums Free. 


Agents wanted. 


SONGS OF THE BIBLE 


BOOK OF GEMS forthe SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

Containing new Hymns and Tunes by best writers: a 
beautiful Son ore n and Sunday School oe- 
casion, adarte he Poenlar Preise Meetin Single copy 
35 « OP sreci i 


ts.: $3.6 r doz y en pe ited fre 
W.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, Oo. 


BIGLOW & MAIN 


————— 


For Sunday Schools: 


A collection o1 entirely 
HI i new Songs, by 
AND 





ype 


LOWRY and DOANE, 


has already become 
A GREAT FAVORITE 
wherever adopted. 
Price, in Boards, 35 cts. ; #30 per 100 copies, 


For Primary Classes and Homes : 


ONCS A beautiful collection of popular 
Songs for Little Children, compiled | 
FOR from the best sources, by 


LITTLE ™>-. Crafts and Miss Merrill. 


Should be in every home and 
FOLKS school for little ones in the land, 
Price, in Boards, 35 cts.; $30 per 100 copies. 


GB Lither book sent by mail, in paper cover, on 
receipt of twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


Gospel Songs by P. P. Bliss, 


For Sunday-Schools, Prayer-meetings and Devotional 
Exercises. 


This unrivaled collection, contains Hou! the 
“ Hadelujah’ Tis Done” Almost Perswaded, Ninety a 
Nine, More to Follow, Only an Armor Bearer, together 
with ati of Mr. Bliss’s late and popular melodies, 
Price $30 et 100 copies; by mail, 35 cents. For sale 
4 all Bookstores, or can be procured of the Pub- 
ishers, 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
THE 


Moody & Sankey Song Book” 


Is now used everywhere. Every family should 
have it. Price, in Boards, $30 per 100 copies; by 
mail, 35 cents, 


4a@-Either Book sent by mail on receipt of price. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio, 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 
By McGRANAHAN AND CASE, 


*am-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake T 
Contains a novel samen course, and a GRA’ 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experienced men, and is the most successful Con- 
vention Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen; b 
mail, 75 cents, 





PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH &@ OO., 
CINCINNATI, 0. 


CENTENNIAL. COLLECRON OF . 
NATIONAL SONGS. 


All the prominent National Songs, in an elegant 
collection, well harmonized, and with piano (or 
organ) accompaniment Every American needs a 





1776. 





copy of such a book as this. and the Songs are the 
best of all Songs for use in this Cente year. 
Contents: 


Keller’s American H . Hail Columbia. Star 
Ruengeet Banner, Our Flag is There, Red, White 
and Blue, Yankee Doodle, To thee, O Country, Co- 
lumbia the Gem, Watch on the Rhine, Fatherjand 
{German |, Wearing of the Green, St. Patrick’s Day, 
Russian National Hymn, God Save the Queen, Rule 
Brittania, Roast Beef of Old England, Men of Har- 
lech | Welch), Partant pour Syrie, Marseilles Hymn, 
Garibaldi Hymn, King Oscar |Swedish!, Campbell’s 
are Comin’, Bruce’s Address, King Christian [Dan- 
ish], Spanish National Hymn, Austrian Nat. Hymn, 


Price ia Cloth, 75¢ ; Boards, 50¢.; Paper, 40c. 
Mailed, post-free, for above price. 


MUSIC appropriate to the year will be found in 
‘American Tune-Book ” ($1.50), in “‘ Father Kemp’s 
Old Folks Concert Tunes,” Tourjee’s Centennial 
Collection (40c.), and in Sheet Music, Martha Wash- 
ington Quadrilles, Centennial March, &c., &c, 
OLIVER DITSON & CO. 

BOSTON. 
Cc. H. Ditson & Co.,|J. E. Ditson &@ Co., 
744 BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LEB & WALKER, 


New York. Philadelphia. 











CHOCOLATES, 
HOUSE OF 


Walter Baker & Co., 
(780 xstasusmep xx (180 


Manufacturers of 


COCOA, CHOCOLATE, AND 
BROMA, 


in all forms known to 


MODERN COMMERCE. 
HIGHEST MEDALS received at IN- 
TERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS in 
YARIS, and VIENNA, and at LOCAL 
EXMIBITIONS im all parts of the 
UNITED STALES. 





NEW SPECIALTY 
BREAKFAST COCOA. 


Send for Centennial Book to our stores in Boston 
and New York. 


INE BRISTOL VISITING CARDS. 

25, with your name beautifully printed, 

sent by return mail, on receipt of 10 cts, and 

3 cent stamp. I have 70 kinds of cards,a 
list of which, with samples, of 65 styles of 
printing and agents’ price list, will be sent 
with each new order; and I make the above 
offer, as I wish to introduce my cards into 








every family. 5 packs, 5 names, to one address 
for 50 cts. You will want more when you get 
the first lot. “More than pleased,” “ Never 
Was so well suited before,” are almost unani- 
| mous expressions, I employ expert and skillful 


| printers, and furnish the best of work, and printed 
nearly one million cards in’ Dec. 1875. Write nam 

| town, and state plaimly. Address W,C. CANNON, 

4 Kneeland Street, Boston, Mass. 
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COON FECTIONERY. 


CROET’S 
COLT'S-FOOT ROCK-CANDY, 


CELEBRATED FOR 


COUGHS and COLDS. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO., 


Manufacturers of Confections and Chocolates, 
1226 MARKET STREET, PHILA, 


EDUCATIONAL. 


YOUNG MEN AND ADULTS 


Can attend the World’s Fair at Philadelphia, and at 
the same time acquire a good education fitting 
them for business, at @rittenden’s Commer- 
celal College, which is open all summer, and is 
among the best organized a .d most largely attended 
in this country. Students are received atany t'me; 
and as they are not limited to set hou 8, have ample 
opportunity to visit one of the grandest Exhibitions 
the world has ever seen. For «ir-ulars and imfor- 
mation, address J, GROESBECK, Principal. 

wr CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE 
Ne. 4036 CHESTNUT STREET PHILADELPHIA, 

& YOUNG LADIES. 

This ny" and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan- 
of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs.J.A. BOGARDUS 


ELOCUTION >vninc CENTENNIAL 
National School of ELOCUTION and ORATORY. 
1418 Chestnut st., Phileda. 

For Cler en, Lawyers, Teachers, Business 
men, and all classes of advanced Students. Atten- 
tion to Conversation and Oratory, as well as to Vo- 
cal Culture, Reading and Recitation. Charte'ed 
March, 1875, Grents diplomas, Both sexes ad- 
mitted. Spring term opens April 24, Summer term 
opens Jnly 3, Send for caialogue. J. W. SHLOE- 
MAKER, A.M., Principal. 





- INSURANCE. 
AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
8. £. Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets, 
ESTABLISHED 1850. 
ASSETS, JANUARY |, 1876, OVER $6,000,000. 


TRUSTEES. 


George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 
George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Hon. James Pollock, H. H. Eldridge, 

W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 


John Wanamaker. 
4—e-CHARTER PERPETUAL.“G8 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8, WILSON, Secretary. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FikKB INSURANCEH COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000,00. - - Assets, $1,559,853.76, 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE CO., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,604,329.24. 

The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members 
every year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible raies. All policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates. 
Agents Wanted. Apply to H. 8. STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia, Pa, 


MISCELLANEOUS: 








TEAS Pe chploest in sme world—Importers 

ces—Largest Com n America— 

p Waclo—pleases Grecpuote e continu- 

all nerene— Agente wanted everywhere—best 
aon 


inducements, i't waste time—send for Circular to 
ROB'T WELLS, 48 Vesey St., N. Y. P.O. Box 1287, 


a day TR 
Dr. Warner’s Sanitary Corset 
With Skirt Supporter and Self- 
Adjusting Pads. 
Secures HEALTH 
and COMFORT 
of Body, with 
GRACE and 
BEAUTY of form 
Three garments in 
one. Approved by 
all physicians. 
Patented, Sept. 28, °75 
and Jan,11,'76. Long Front. 
No lady who tries this corset will ever use any other. 
Price in London cord, $2; Satteen, $1.75. 
ts Wanted. Samples sent by mail to agents 
at 25 cents less than retail price. Give size of waist, and 
state whether long or short front is desired. Address, 


Warner Bro’s., 763 Broadway, New York. 








THE SUHOLARY QUARTERLT, 


TINE BEST LESSON HELP PUBLIMHED 
EVERYBODY LIKES IT 


Although the first number of THE ScHoL- 
ARS’ QUARTERLY was issued only in January 
of this year, it has rapidly gained a large cir- 
culation, extending already to every State in 
the Union. 

Wherever it goes it makes friends. It is 
considered by those who have tried it the 
most complete scholars’ help published. 
Nearly all who at first sent for specimen 
copies have since ordered a full supply—for 
their schools or classes. The second number 
(for April, May, and June) is nearly ready. 
This will be, in many points, an improve- 
ment on that for the First Quarter. Sub- 
scribers wishing to receive it in good season 
should send in their orders early in March. 


For the benefit of those who have not yet seen THE ScHouars’ 
QUARTERLY, the following brief description of it is given— 


WHAT IT IS. 


It is a collection of the lesson of each three months, with a quar- 
terly review chart and outline for the thirteenth Sunday, bound in 
small quarto form with strong paper covers. Brief explanatory notes 
are furnished to aid the scholars in their study. With the Scripture 
text of each lesson, marginal references are given, and the pronuncia- 
tion of proper names is indicated. It contains a map specially prepared 
for the quarter’s lessons, also a compact Bible Dictionary with the 
needed explanation of terms and description of persons, places, and 
customs. 

For each quarter, a Responsive Review Exercise is added, which 
includes selections from the lessons, golden texts, and related passages. 
This can be used at the quarterly review, or in opening and closing the 
regular sessions of the school. In this latter use it forms an uninter- 
mitting survey of the line of study through the whole quarter. 

THE QUARTERLY is printed on good paper in distinct type. It 
avoids on the one hand the crowded page of the question book; and 
on the other the fragmentary character of the lesson leaf. 

A skilled teacher writes of THe QUARTERLY as follows: 

“T like it exceedingly, and what is better yet my boys like it. 
They say they can do a good deal more with the lessons than before, 
and certainly there has been an increase in study and Bible knowledge 
since THE QUARTERLY came. I knew it would be good, but it is better 
than I really thought it would be. I wish every scholar in the country 
could have it.” 

Others write : 


“T have just received Tue ScHotars’ QUARTERLY, and it has given 
such satisfaction that Iam requested by our teachers to order more.” 

“The copies sent me last week are highly valued by the class, 
They are the neatest, and most compact and convenient in form of any 
aids to the scholars in studying the lesson, that I have yet seen.” 

‘¢ We are so much pleased with them that we have decided to order 
100 copies of them for the scholars.” 

“THE ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY is just the thing. 
25 copies for one year. 
order.” 

“THe ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY is all that can be wished for.” 

“ THE ScHOLARS’ QUARTERLY takes wherever it is introduced.” 

The best way of judging of the merits of THz QuARTERLY is to 
send for a copy. 
100 Copies, one year, - - $20.00. 
100 pa three months, 5.00, 
Single Copies, one year, - -20. 

Published at the office of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 610 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 


Send to my address 
You may hear from me again with another 


PRICE, PRICE. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


TEMPLE HARP. 


A new music book in Aikin’s Seven-Charac- 
ter Notes, with a thorough course of instruction 
in the most Natural and Easy System of Music yet 
discovered. Ail can learn to Sing in one-fourth the 
time required by any other method. Adapted to 
Cnoirs, Singing-schools, etc., etc. Specimen pages 
mai ed free. Teachers wanted as Ageuts. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Nos. 1102 and 1104 Saw-om St, Potiada, 





$12 aday at home. Agents Wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Me. 
$7 a week to Agents, old and young, male and 
female, in their locality. Terms and outfit free. 
Address, P. O. VICKERY & Co., Augusta, Maine. 
Recommend our new feature of the 
with the CONCORDANCE, etc., BIBLE 
just published, adapted for teachers, schulars, and 
families, containing Old and New Testaments, and 
a full, oncise, aud well-arrauged Concordance, 
giving over 30,000 re erences, on every important 
text and subject in the Scriptures. The only perfect 
index pubiixhed. sample, ty mail, $2.00. Send ior 
circular, giving fu.l description, eic. 
AEN? } wented,. Liberal terms. Rare chance, 
hs as these Bibles will sell fust. Address, 
Quaker City Publisning Co., 217 Quince St., Phiiada. 





AWEEK Agents wanted everywhere. 
Business permanent and first-class. For 
further particulars address, 

J. KENNEDY & CO., Richmond, Indiana. 


CRYSTAL GEMS. 


A new Sabbath-school Music Book in Aikin’s 
Seven-Character Notes, ani upon a system 
particularly adapted to the young learner. This book 
contains rare selections of new and beautiful tunes. 
Specimen copies mailed on receipt of 35 cents. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING ROUSE, 
No-. 1102 and 1104 Sansom Si.. Ph:ilada. 





WORK AND ve INE Our new method of in- 

\ » troducing the Home Gueu 
carries everything before it. Our premiums beat the 
world. Don't be idlea day. Particulars free. Sam- 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash- 
ington Street, Boston, Maas. 


THE BIBLE ILLUMINATED! 


AGENTS! We have in press, two most RARE 
’ » AND VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS. for 


which we want agents. Circulars with full descrip- 
tion, sent free. Few such chances offer to do good 
and make money. Address, at point nearest you, 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, 
Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Il. 





7 
THE BEST YET. 
Our POPULAR FatMILY BIKLE with 
Tilu-trated Dictionary. Coucordaace, 
and other valuable extra matter. Spl. nmdid [l- 


lastrations and *ugravinges Elegant 
Kindings. Extraordinary inducements to good 


AGENT’ Special prvt.ction in terri- 
. tory guaranieed. 
MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Nos. liv2 anv 1104 Sacsom S1t., Phiiada. 


Pleasant and Profitable Employment. 

“ Beautiful!” “ Charming!” “Oh, how iovely!” 
“What are they worth,’ etc. Such are the excla- 
mations of those who see the large, elegant new 
chromos produced by the European anu American 
Chromo Publishing Co. Every one wiil want 
them. It requires no talking to sell the pictures, 
they speak for themselves. Canvassers, agents, 
and lad es and gentlemen out of employment, will 
find this the best opening ever offered to make 
money. For fuli particulars, send stamp for confi- 
dential circular. Address, F. GLEASON & CO., 
738 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


Fi y 
VOICE OF GOD. 
By REV. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 

A new and va uabl. Book of ab-orbitng 
interest containing all the Mt-torie and 
Lerendary +t ore of the Bible, with accounts 
of its Patriarchs frepbets, H&riests, 
Kings, and Heroes. S0v Royal Octavo 
sages, with RDuameroeus handsome En- 
gravings. AGENTS WANTsb. 


MILLER’S BISLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
No... 11462 aud 1104 Sansom St., Philada. 


















To Philadelphia 373, Re rR: 


good for all sam- 
. From any point in U. 8. east of Utah. 
Above R. R. Ticket (it also ad- 
mits to Centennia! Grounds) 
and $10 cash a day easily earned canvassing 
for our paper, pictures, &c. Anybody can do it. 
Particulars free. Send address on postal card, 
oO receive copy of paper also, send 6 cts. Ad- 
: THE ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY, 

No. 11 Dey 5t., New York, 





NEW BOOK FOR THE 1,000,000. 
UR WESTERN BORDER 
ne Hundred Years Ago. 

A Graphic History of the Heroic Epoch of Ameri- 
ean Border Life. Its thrilling conflicts of Red and 
White foes Exciting Adventures, Captivities, For- 
ays, Scouts, Pioneer women and boys. Indian war- 
»aths, Camp life and Sports. A book for Old and 
foung. Nota dull page. No competition. Enor- 
mous sales. Agents wanted everywhere. Circulars 
free. Address, J.C. McCURDY & CO., 26 S. Seventh 
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


The GREATEST SPLLING CENTENNIAL BOOK is 
. XS 

& i ~~ 

AS iL Was aud is, treating of Our history and gov- 
ernment, varied soil and climate, vast mountains, 
lakes, rivers, great cities and manufactures, wealth 
in min: rals, interval improvements, free schools, 
wondertul achievements, agriculture, commerce, 
finances, curiosities, etc. A splendid view of 
this mighty Yankee nation, richly illus- 
trated. Noth ng like it ex ant. Large size, low 


rice. Agents wanted quickly. Terms easy. Ad- 
HUBBARD BROS,, 723 Sansom street, Phila. 























